12 MAR 2004
El ecti on- Mbggi e
MOGA E BI DS FAREWELL TO KANOW T CONSTI TUENTS

By: Alan Ting

KANOW T ( Sar awak), March 12 (Bernama) -- Energy, Communi cations and
Mul timedi a M ni ster Datuk Amar Leo Mbggi e today bade farewel | to Kanow t,
hi s native constituency, after serving as the Menber of Parlianment for
seven terns.

Mbggi e, the Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS) founder president, who had
been in politics for the I ast 35 years, had deci ded not to seek re-election
in the March 21 general el ection.

He had al so requested to be excluded fromthe cabinet. He had been a
cabi net mnister for the past 16 years.

"I would like to thank all of you for the support givento ne all this
while. Every tine | stand as a candi date, you have supported ne, including
while | was in the opposition," he said when speaking to nore than 100
| onghouse headnen from Pedai, Jih and Tuah sub-district here today.

Present was his wife Datin Elizabeth Mggie.

Speaking in his native | ban | anguage at the gathering at Fung Chi ng Kun
Tenpl e, here, Mggi e sai d he had expressed his intentionto forner Prine
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad not to seek re-el ection

He sai d when Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi took over the hel mas the
Prime Mnister on Cct 31, he again expressed his desire not to seek
re-el ection and his request was finally granted.

"I"ve been a politician for the past 35 years. So, it's about tinme for
me to pass the baton to sonebody el se," he said.

He said despite his intentiontoretire frompolitics, there were stil
calls fromthe people in Kanowit urging himto contest again.

"l've decided to stick to ny decision

"l apol ogi se as | cannot stand again, | hope all of you will support
Aaron Ago Dagang," he said.

Dagang, who is Moggie's former political secretary, had been nomi nat ed
by the Bari san Nasional (BN) for the Kanowit parlianmentary seat.

Moggi e al so expl ai ned to the headnen why the BN took sone time to nane
the candi date for Kanowt.

Asked what he intended to do after retirenent, Mggie said he had no
speci fic plans.

"I and ny wife wish to live a quiet life," he said.

On whet her he would remain in PBDS as an advi ser, Mbggi e said he was
willing to give advice if party | eaders and nmenbers were prepared to
l'isten.

Asked who fromthe PBDS woul d succeed himin the federal cabinet, he
said it was purely the prerogative of the Prime M nister.
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