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MOTHER S ADVI CE | NFLUENCES MY WORK STYLE, SAYS ABDULLAH

By: R Ravi chandran

KUALA LUVMPUR, Feb 9 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi
tonight said that his late nother's advice had [ argely i nfluenced his style
in carrying out his duties as Prime M nister.

He said the advice and rem nders of his | ate nother, who passed away on
Feb 2, were still freshin his mnd

"Actual ly much of my nother's advice had influenced nmy style and
relations with other people. Al though ny nother is no | onger around, her
advice and rem nders are still freshinny mnd," he said in an exclusive
interviewwith TV3 in conjunction with his first 100 days in office as the
Prinme Mnister.

Abdul | ah, who was interviewed by TV3 journalist Fuad Rahman, said he
greatly appreciated all his |late nother's advice and reni nders.

Abdul | ah' s not her, Datuk Khail an Hassan, 78, died of old age.

Abdul | ah al so di scl osed that after assum ng the Prine M nister's post
on Cct 31, last year, he had to shoul der nore responsibilities.

"There is really so nuch work for ne to do. There are times when | have
to make a deci si on which others can't. They make ne realise that if | nmake
a wrong decision, the people will suffer while a right decision wll
benefit the rakyat or peopl e.

"That's the nmeani ng of the burden of responsibility for ne. I'm
grateful that the decisions | nmade have been accepted by the majority of
t he people," he said.

Abdul I ah al so said that he was sad that he could no | onger neet his
friends as easily as before he becane the Prime M nister.

"This is bothering me and making it difficult for me. | feel sad that
now | cannot see the people whom!| nornally see. Soit's sad. Sonetines |
just nmeet themfor one or two nminutes to find out howthey are getting on
| entertain themif | have the tinme. But | never forget ny friends," he
sai d.

Abdul I ah sai d the policies fornmul ated during the adm ni stration of Tun
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad woul d continue as usual, the only difference would be
internms of inplenentation.

"There is a difference in style...(but) the mssionis the sanme. The
styl e of activating the mssion differs," he said.

On corruption, Abdullah said such practices could bring a |ot of
probl ens to the country, admnistration and al so the private sector if they
were | eft unchecked.

"But | feel all Ml aysians acknow edge it (corruption) is bad and can
| ead to nmaj or problens...and poor inage," he said.

Abdul | ah said if corruption were | eft unchecked, foreign investors
woul d be deterred frominvesting here and entrepreneurs woul d not be keen
to carry on their business.

The Prinme Mnister said the civil servants al so supported his efforts
at curbing corruption at all |evels.

"I'"ve not heard of anyone witing a letter of protest (on the efforts).
In fact, they too agreed that the probl emshoul d be elim nated.

"What is nost disheartening is when the (public) perception of
corruption is so strong, the image of a particul ar departnent or agency
becones bad. They (civil servants) say if there is serious political
conmi tment to check corruption, they have no problemin giving their
support," he said.



Abdul I ah al so said it woul d be nmeaningless if the country had first
class facilities and infrastructure while the people's mnd was third
cl ass.

"I't means that the expenditure and resources spent to provide the
infrastructure are not bringing the desired results...the human factor
fails to bring the benefits expected," he said.

The Prime M nister said he was al so worried about the present trend of
rapi d devel opment whi ch had nade t he peopl e nore i ndividualistic.

"There are indications...for soneone living in abigcity, his
nei ghbour is not the one |iving next door but possibly Iiving 10km away
fromhis house...his cl ose nei ghbour appears to be non-existent. He doesn't
care about the community in his nei ghbourhood, " he said.

Abdul | ah said he could see the desire of the civil servants to inprove
the i mage of their departnment or agency by taking into consideration his
suggestions such as the i ntroduction of the fornms for custoners' feedback
at the respective service counters.

"This is because they are the contact points between the departnent and
the public," he said.

On the police force, Abdull ah said public perception of the police was
not encouragi ng al t hough | ooking at the force objectively, they were
carrying out their functions.

Abdul | ah said if the police totally failed to carry out their tasks,

t he peopl e certainly woul d not be enjoying the peace prevailing in the
country now.

"So the police are working...|l also understand that police work i s now
nmore chal | engi ng conpared to before...the cyber age, the technol ogy used by
crimnal s are al so nore sophi sticated. So under the current situation
there are al so conmercial crinmes being committed."

He said that was why police had to i nprove efficiency and capability in
terms of equi pment used and personal know edge besi des i ndi vi dua
ef ficiency.

Abdul | ah said the establishment of the Royal Commi ssion recently was
ai med at maki ng the force nore capable and credible in tackling future
probl ens.

Abdul | ah was al so asked whet her the appoi ntment of Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak as Deputy Prine M nister had created problens within the party.

"There is no problem..No other groups tried to create
problens...sonetinmes | did hear intheinitial stage, but after several
statements by Najib that he and | could work together and is |loyal (to
me)...anyone trying toinstigate will fail, they were di sappointed,"”
Abdul | ah sai d.

On the situation in Kelantan, Abdullah, who is al so acti ng Umo
president, said the situati on nowwas i nmproving with the programes carried
out receiving good response fromthe people unlike in the past.

He said the situation for Umo and BN i n Terengganu, however, was
better than in Kel antan

"So, BN s hopes of achieving bigger success is good," he said.

On environnental pollution, Abdullah said everyone nust act to stop
pol | ution.

He sai d cooperation between the state governnents shoul d al so be
enhanced.

On the increasing nunber of road accidents in the country, the Prinme
M nister said the solution to the problemlargely depended on the hunman
factor.

"Inefficient drivers...inconsiderate drivers who i gnore regul ati ons and
the law. That's why we want to ensure that the drivers conply with traffic
regul ati ons," he said.



On the increasing nunber of violent crimes, Abdullah said there were
certainly public anger over the incidents and they were calling for severe
puni shment as a deterrent.

"I tell the police that we can't be everywhere...police nust act very
fast...the of fenders nust be arrested as soon as possi bl e and charged in
court and sentenced. Only then will there be a deterrent and they (woul d be
crimnals) would feel afraid,” Abdul | ah added.
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