07 JUuL 2004

M SI A APPRECI ATES PRESI DENT BUSH S W LLI NGNESS TO ACCEPT CALL BY
ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, July 7 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is grateful to President
George W Bush for his willingness to accept call by Prinme Mnister Menteri
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi who will make a two-day working visit to
the United States fromJuly 18, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d
Al bar .

"This is very inportant to us as chairman of the O C (O ganisation of
I sl ami ¢ Conference) and NAM (Non- Al'i gned Movenent)," he said in an
i nterviewover TV1 progranmme, "Bersama Menteri" (Together Wth The
M ni ster) tonight.

He said Abdul | ah woul d be visiting the U.S. not only in his capacity as
Mal aysia's prine mnister but also as the | eader of O C and NAM

Syed Ham d and several senior officials fromthe Prine Mnister's
Department and Wsma Putra wi || acconpany Abdul | ah during the visit at the
invitation of Bush.

Abdul | ah's meeting with Bush will be the first between the two | eaders
since Abdul | ah took over as Malaysia's fifth prine mnister on Cct 31 | ast
year, succeedi ng Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Syed Hami d said that during the neeting Mal aysia woul d present its
views on current international issues inthe hope that it could contribute
to gl obal peace and justice.
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