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Asem Ham dah
M5l A TO PERSUADE MYANVAR TO BE MORE ACCOVIVODATI NG

By: Mkhail Raj Abdullah

PARI'S, July 19 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia, together with Asean, will
be
better positioned to support Myanmar's inclusion into the Asia-

Eur ope

Meeting (Asem) in Hanoi in Cctober if Yangon is a bit nore
accommodating in

initiating denocratic refornms as well as freeing the denocracy
novenent' s

| eader, Aung San Suu Kyi.

"W hope the Myanmar authorities will |et-up and do sonething as
regards these i ssues rai sed by the European Union (EU)," Mal aysia's
new
anbassador to France, Datuk Ham dah Mohanmed Yusoff, said here
Monday.

"That will nake it easier for us to support Myanmar,
when
respondi ng to questions on the stand-off between Asean and the EU
over
Myanmar' s nenbership into Asemat a briefing at the Ml aysi an
enbassy here
on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badaw 's upcomi ng
wor ki ng visit
to France.

Ham dah, who took up her posting on July 2 this year, said that
Asem
was |ikely to be anpbng i ssues to be di scussed when Abdul | ah neets
French
Presi dent Jacques Chirac on Thursday.

Abdullah will be visiting France for the first time in his
capacity as
Prime Mnister, at the invitation of Chirac.

The European countries want Myanmar to be kept out, but Asean
cont ends
that as part of the Asian grouping, Myanmar, together w th Canbodi a
and
Laos, should be allowed to join the dial ogue forumbetween Asi a and
Eur ope

In contrast, the EU would go to Hanoi w th an expanded
menbership with
the inclusion of 10 new nenbers.

Ham dah sai d that although Myanmar seened to be a sticking point
in
Asean-EU ties, "we want all of Asean to cone into Asem"”

Suu Kyi, a Nobel Peace Prize | aureate who | eads the Nationa
League for
Denocracy, won the 1990 el ection by a landslide but the mlitary

she said



refused to
hand over power to her. She i s now under house arrest.

Canbodi an Prime M nister Hun Sen had conpl ai ned earlier this
nont h t hat
if the EU attended the summit as an expanded comunity of 25
menbers,
Myanmar coul d not be excl uded.

This has |l ed to doubts over whether the Asemsumit woul d t ake
pl ace as
the EU call ed of f two finance and econonic mnisterial neetings in
June.
But Hami dah shrugged of runours that Asemwoul d not be hel d, saying:
"
know for a fact that President Chirac is going to the sunmit."

She said that the EU had no qual ns about Canbodi a and Laos
j oi ning up.
"Sonetinmes, it'sabit difficult for us to persuade anot her (Asean)
nei ghbour to see our point of view because of the policy of
non-interference in the affairs of other nenber countries," she
sai d.

She said that (fornmer prime mnister) Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
and even
now Abdul | ah and Special U N. Respresentative to Myanmar Tan Sr
Razal
Ismail had tried very hard to talk to the Myanmar authorities "to
| et-up
and do soret hing" and "that will make it easier for other countries
to
support them"™

Neverthel ess, she said, Mal aysia would continue to work to
i ncl ude
Myanmar . Former Dutch Foreign M nister Hans van den Brock woul d
travel to
Asi a next week to expl ore possible solutions and explainthe EU s
posi tion.

Asem set up in 1994, is an informal dial ogue between EU nmenber
states

and 10 Asi an countries -- Brunei, Indonesia, Mlaysia, the

Phi | i ppi nes,

Si ngapore, Thail and, Vietnam China, Japan and Sout h Korea.
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