10 MAY 2004
Hal al - Vacci ne
M SI AN FI RM TO PRODUCE HALAL VACCI NE FOR MUSLI M MARKET

KUALA LUMPUR, May 10 (Bernama) -- A Mal aysi an conpany, using Cuban
bi o-technol ogy expertise, will be producing halal vaccine to treat
nmeni ngococcal di sease for the global Mislimnarket.

Bi oven Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd Chairman Dat uk Mukhriz Mahathir said today the
present vaccine to treat neningitis, which is available in the market,
cont ai ned a non-hal al substance, porcine.

"The Fatwa Council made a declaration that vaccine nust be devoid of
porcine. At the nmonent there is a supply of halal vaccination (in the
country) but it is not adequate,"” he told reporters after attending a talk
on Cuba's genetic engineering industry, presented by Cuba's Centre for
Ceneti c Engi neering and Biotechnol ogy Director-CGeneral Dr Luis Saturnino
Herrera Martinez at the Cuban enbassy here.

Mukhriz said the conmpany, Finlay-Heber-Bioven Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of
Bi oven, invested about RM250,000 to conduct research to produce the vaccine
in Cuba and a portion of the work would be carried out by | ocal experts at
Uni versiti Sains Mlaysia (USM.

He said it would take about 18 nonths before the new vaccine is
available in the nmarket and | ater the product would be sold globally
-- mainly in Miuslimcountries.

" About 250, 000 Mal aysian Muslins performtheir Haj and Unrah annually
and we plan to go regional, first starting with Indonesia, and al so narket
to all the Organisation of the Islamic Conference (O C) countries,” he
sai d.

The new vaccine was initially experinmented using synthetic substance
but the outcone was not encouraging, so the conpany sw tched to bovine
(using beef) and it yielded better results, Mikhriz said.

"W want to replace non-halal vaccines with halal vaccines and that is
our objective. Fromthe religious point, it is our obligation. (Earlier) we
used the ol d vacci ne because we did not have the new product and now it is
our obligation to go for the new one," he said.

Meanwhil e, Dr Martinez said that at |east 10 Menoranduns of
Under st andi ng on genetic engi neering sectors, had been signed between Cuba
and Mal aysia, mainly involving universities and conpani es.
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