27 NMAY 2004
Naj i b- Umo
MI' HAS THE RI GHT TO DECI DE ON NO- CONTEST, SAYS NAJI B

By: Zulkefli Salleh

BANGKOK, May 27 (Bernama) -- The Umo Suprenme Council (MI)'s
deci si on
on no-contest for the posts of president and deputy president is in
l'i ne
with the party's constitution, said Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Najib
Tun Razak.

"According to Umo Constitution, the MI has the right to make
what ever
decisionit feels fit," he said when asked to comment on st at enent
by an
Umo veteran | eader, Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah that the MI had no
right to
make such a deci sion.

Naji b, who arrived here this afternoon to attend tonorrow s
neeti ng of
t he Mal aysi a- Thai | and General Border Committee (GBC), said that the
MI' had
consi dered al |l aspects before making a decision to ensure that it
woul d not
suppress denocractic rights and principles withinthe party.

"The MI' made t he deci si on because there was no i ndication at all
of
anyone wi shing to chall enge the | eadership, nmore so after the
party's
resoundi ng victory in the recent general election,” said Najib, who
is
carrying out the duties of Umo deputy president.

Naji b said that he believed that the Umo branches woul d respect
t he
MI" s deci si on when nomni nati ng candi dates during their respective
del egat es
conferences next nonth for the party el ections.

The MI decided at its neeting recently of no-contest for the
posts of
presi dent and deputy president.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi is acting Umo
president, the post vacated by former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad when retired | ast Cctober

The MI nade t he decision after representatives fromUmo
branches and
di vi si ons expressed the viewthat that two posts shoul d not be
contested at
an earlier nmeeting with Umo secretary general Tan Sri Khal i
Yaakob.
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