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Musl i m Reci pe
MJSLI M5 CAN PROGRESS BY REMOVI NG " CANNON BALL", SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 18 (Bernamm) -- Muslimnations can progress
and be at
par with the devel oped non-Muslimstates if they get rid of the
"cannon
ball" in their mnd so thay they can achi eve greater speed and catch
up
with the others, said former Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad

He said Muslimnations were not able to progress before because
of the
resi stance by misguided forces in their society.

"They are like runners with a cannon ball chained to their feet
and
trying to keep up with others who are free fromany encunbrance.
They can
only make sl ow progress fromthe starting point and soon be | eft
behi nd, "
he tol d partici pants of the 2004 Jeddah Econom ¢ Forumt oday.

The text of his keynote address entitled "A Reci pe fromMal aysi a
for
G owt h: Vision 2020" was nade avail abl e t o Ber nama here.

Believing the recipe for progress is to rid oneself of the
cannon bal
inthe mnd and that one can do what others can do, the former Prinme
M ni ster said Muslims nmust be prepared to try and to do things over
and
over again until they succeeded.

Brushi ng aside the notion that a Miusli mcountry coul d not be
gover ned
wel | and progress, he said Muslimcivilisation was once greater than
al
other civilisations in the history of mankind.

Speaki ng at | ength on Mal aysi a's success reci pe for devel opnent
and t he
belief of "trying and trying again until successful"”, Dr Mahathir
said the
creed and faith one held was i nportant to the success or failure of
one's
endeavour.

Being a Musli mcountry that has great ambition to become a
devel oped
country by the year 2020, he said Ml aysi ans had to work very hard
to
achieve its anbition and be able to thi nk, act and react to overcone
any
obst acl e.

Dr Mahat hir, who stepped down as Prime Mnister on Oct 31, said



Mal aysia, withits multi-ethnic population, was very tol erant of the
different races and religions.

Reconciling all these differences was a maj or problem he said,
addi ng
that failure to do so would result ininstability and woul d af f ect
devel opment adversel y.

Sayi ng that Muslimrule nmust be seen to be fair and just,
especially in
the enforcenment of the | aws of the country, he said it was necessary
t hat
everyone felt assured of fair and just treatnment under the | ans of
t he
country, for themto feel secure in going about their daily lives
and
contributing to the econony of the country.

"As much as we do not like Muslins [iving in non-Mislim
countries to be
subj ected to any kind of injustice, we in Ml aysia woul d not want
non- Muslims to be subjected to any kind of injustice. The fairness
and
justice of Mal aysi an governnent contradict no Islamc tenets,"” he
sai d.
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