13 JUN 2004
Zai nuddi n- I sl am
MJUSLI VS TOLD TO MASTER ALL FI ELDS OF KNOW.EDGE FOR OMN SURVI VAL

PENANG, June 13 (Bernama) -- Muslins in the country have been
told to
master all fields of know edge, to adjust thensel ves with current
needs and
to have the ability tointeract effectively with others for their
own
survi val

Deputy Informati on M ni ster Datuk Zai nuddi n Mai din said Muslins
in
Mal aysi a needed to be citizens of the world, not narrow m nded
Musl i m of
the Mal ays.

Speaking to reporters after giving a lecture at the three-day
Speci al
Affairs Departnment Officers Conference, here today, he said the
devel opment
Muslinms in Mal aysia today was as a result of the | eadership and
vi si ons of
the country's | eaders i ncl udi ng Al | ahyar ham Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra
Al haj
and Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad

The | eaders, he said, did not totally reject val ues and
l'ifestyles of
western society.

Mal aysi a i s known because of the ability of her |leaders to
i nt eract
with the outside world effectively. They were Muslins of the world
and not
Muslinms of the Mal ays who lived in their own world, he said.

"For exanpl e, people see Tun Dr Mahathir as a man of the world
because
he tal ks about |slamas the whol e and not just about the country,”
he said.

He said the country's | eaders consi dered English as a bridge for
t he
peopl e to gain know edge fromthe west.

On the other hand in a fewlslanic countries, Zainuddin said,
their
| eaders made friends with the west for the interest of the econony
but they
have citizens who were agai nst the west.

"They fail to undertand the goal of their |eaders befriending
t he west
as their Islam c education were not in entirety, noreform no
nmoder ni sati on and unabl e to adj ust with the current devel oprment," he
sai d.



On the "Tragedi Taksub" segnent shown by Radi o dan Tel evi syen

Mal aysi a
(RTM), Zainuddin said it was ained at remni nding viewers that the
danger of
mlitancy and conservatismstill existed in the country.

The governnent, was agai nst violent and fanatic groups who were
usi ng

religion for their self interest, he saidin calling on the people
not to
be i nfluenced by their ideol ogy.
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