30 JAN 2004
Naj i b-Petal ing Street
NAJI B ATTENDS CNY OPEN HOUSE AT " CHANGED' PETALI NG STREET

KUALA LUWPUR, Jan 30 (Bernam) -- Petaling Street, which is
popul arly
known as t he China Town of Kual a Lunmpur, is now a place for al
races which
all Mal aysi ans can enj oy.

Recal Iing his chil dhood days, Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
r emenber ed
that at one tine, the Mal ays used to fear wal ki ng al ong Petal i ng
Street.

"But all that has changed. Today, Petaling Street is safe for
all races
inthis country....Tonight, | can proudly say that Petaling Street
is
definitely our heritage, our culture...and we want to showcase it to
the
whol e worl d, particularly to the tourists,
M ni ster.

Najib said this to thousands of Ml aysi ans and forei gners who
had
gat hered for Kual a Lunpur's Chi nese New Year Open House at Petaling
Street
t oni ght .

He attributed the foundati on of Malaysia's political harnony and
stability toits far-sighted | eaders.

He said Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al Haj had been the founding
f at her,
while the foll owi ng | eaders |i ke Tun Abdul Razak Hussei n had brought
further devel opnent and Tun Hussei n Onn had brought stability.

Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad brought Mal aysia to the forefront of
devel opi ng
countri es.

Mal aysia's new Prime M nister, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ,
he
said "is coomitted to ensure that Mal aysi ans all have the chance to
be wel |
educated, tolead a healthy lifestyle, to work hard and to earn good
noney
and to contribute to our country's success and prosperity.”

"The Government of Barisan Nasional is a government that is fair
to all
races. W want each and every one of you to contribute to the
success, to
the well-being and to the future of Ml aysia."

"We consi der differences between our cultures, between our
practices,
bet ween our religions, not aliability but an asset,” the Deputy

sai d the Deputy Prime



Prine
M ni ster said.

This diversity would enabl e Mal aysians to lay a firmfoundation
and to
nove forward to achi eve greater success in the future.

Al so present were Najib's wife, Datin Seri Rosmah Mansor, Kual a
Lunpur
Mayor Dat uk Mohmad Shai d Mohd Tauf ek, several Cabinet M nisters and
foreign
di pl omats who witnessed the tossi ng of Mal aysia's | ongest "yee
sang",
stretching over 200 netres al ong Petaling Street.

Mal aysi a Book of Records managi ng di rector and founder Datuk
Danny Qoi
presented a certificate to the mayor for human achi evenent in the
food and
beverage category in the 2004 Edition of the Ml aysi a Book of
Records.

The event was organi sed by Kuala Lunmpur City Hall and Fattuah
G oup of
Conpani es in the "new | ook" Petaling Street.

Meanwhi | e, Mohmad Shaid in his speech said the upgradi ng of
Pet al i ng
Street woul d be conpl eted within one or two nore nonths.

City Hall also plans to upgrade Jalan Masjid India and Jal an
Mel ayu and
is considering building a Little India.
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