07 JAN 2004
Naj i b- DPM
NAJI B TO BE ANNOUNCED DEPUTY PRI ME M NI STER

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- Defence M nister Datuk Seri
Naj i b Tun
Razak i s expected to be appointed as the Deputy Prinme M nister
t onor r ow,
according to a government source here tonight.

The source said Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi
is
expected to announce the appoi nt ment after the cabi net neeting
t onor r ow.

The announcenent will end nonths of specul ation after Abdul |l ah
becane
Prime Mnister following the retirenent of his predecessor Tun Dr
Mahat hi r
Mbhamad on Oct 31, 2003.

Naji b, 50, is one of the three Umo vice-presidents besides
Donesti c
Trade and Consunmer Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin and a
f ormer
Sel angor Menteri Besar, Tan Sri Muhammad Muhamrad Tai b, who had been
w del y
specul ated to be picked as the Deputy Prime Mnister.

Naj i b, who is al so Pekan Umo Divi si on Head, entered Parliament
at the
age of 22 in 1976 upon the death of his father, Tun Abdul Razak
Hussei n,
who was Mal aysia's second Prine M nister.

He becane the country's youngest Deputy Mnister in 1978 when he
was
made Deputy M ni ster of Energy, Tel ecomruni cati ons and Post.

He was nmade Pahang Menteri Besar in 1982 before entering the
Cabi net as
Cul ture, Youth and Sports Mnister in 1986.

Anong t he cabi net posts held by Najib were as the Education
M ni ster
from1995 to 1999 and t he defence portfolio twice.

In Umo, he had been a nenber of the Umo Youth Executive
Commi ttee,
Chai rman of Pahang Umo Youth and a menber of Umo Supremnme Council
before
becomi ng acting head of Umo Youth in 1987.

In 1993, he was el ected an Unmo vi ce- presi dent when he obt ai ned
1,202
vot es.

He was al so nade a nmenber of the Umo Disciplinary and
Managenent
Comm ttee chaired by the Umo deputy president.



Najib first stood for election in 1976 during the by-election
for the

Pekan parlianentary constituency follow ng the death of his father
and was
returned unopposed.

An econoni cs graduate of the University of Nottingham Engl and,
Najib
ismrriedto Datin Seri Rosmah Mansor and has five children.
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