09 JAN 2004
Abdul | ah- Unmo
NAJI B TO CARRY OUT DUTI ES OF DEPUTY UVMNO PRESI DENT

KUALA LUWUR, Jan 9 (Bernama) -- Umo vice president Datuk Seri
Najib
Tun Razak, who was appoi nted Deputy Prinme M nister two days, wll
carry out
the duties of Umo deputy president with i medi ate effect, Prine
M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

Abdul I ah, who is acting Umo president, said that the Umo
Supr ene
Council al so decided at its neeting today that Najib be appointed
chai r man
of the Umo Managenent Conmittee.

The Supreme Council al so nom nated Umo vice president Tan Sri
Muhyi ddi n Yassin as a representative of the party in the Barisan
Nasi onal

(BN) Suprenme Council, he told a media conference after the Umo
Supr ene
Counci | neeting here.

He said that Miuhyiddin was nominated to fill the quota for Umo

following the retirenent of Tun Dr Mahathir Mohanad as Prine
M ni ster and
Umo president in Cctober |ast year.
The BN conponent parties are each all owed three representatives
in the
BN Suprene Council. Currently, Abdullah and Najib are Umo's
exi sting
representatives in the BN Suprene Council .
Abdul | ah said that the decision to have Najib carry out the
duties of
the party's deputy president was not unusual .
"Previously, when | was Deputy Prinme M nister (and Umo vice
president), | was carrying out the duties of the Umo deputy
presi dent
until the party elections," he said.
The Prine Mnister said that the Umo Suprenme Council also
passed a
resol ution to support the appoi ntment of the Deputy Prine Mnister
and the
cabi net reshuffle.
Abdul I ah al so spoke at the Umo Suprene Council neeting on the
i mportance of the country to maintain good relations with
nei ghbouri ng
countri es.
Asked how he plans to ease the tension between Ml aysi a and
Si ngapor e,
Abdul | ah replied: "Talk."
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