29 MAR 2004
Naj i b- Fel da
NAJI B TO MEET KEY PEOPLE CONCERNI NG FELDA

KOTA BAHARU, March 29 (Bernanm) -- Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak,
who has
been gi ven special responsibility to oversee the nmanagenent and
admi ni stration of Felda, said he would hold neetings with the
rel evant
peopl e, including el ected representatives in Felda | and schenes as
wel | as
settlers, as his first task.

The Deputy Prinme Mnister said he woul d not make any deci si on on
t he
future of the agency responsi bl e for devel oping | and for settlers
until he
had received al|l infornmation fromthe rel evant groups, includingthe
Fel da
managenent .

"I have already said that inthe initial stage, | want to listen
first
bef ore | make any deci sion or take any action,"” he told reporters
here

t oday.

Earlier, Najib was conferred the Ahli Yang Kehormat Yang Pertana
(Seri
Paduka) Bagi Darjah Kebesaran Mahkot a Kel ant an Yang Amat Muli a
(SPMK) from

the Sultan of Kelantan at |stana Negeri Kubang Kerian. He received
t he
award in conjunction with the Sultan's 54th birthday anni versary
t onor r ow.

Yesterday, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw
announced
t hat Fel da woul d be pl aced under the Prine Mnister's Depart nment
with Najib
bei ng given direct responsibility over the agency, inline with
gover nrent
efforts to lay enphasis on its devel opnent in the new era.

Fel da was previously under the Land and Co-operative Devel opnent
M ni stry whi ch was abol i shed by Abdul | ah when he announced t he new
cabi net
on Sat urday.

The restructuring of Felda, to be listed on the Ml aysi an
Securities
Exchange Bhd, was announced during t he 2004 Budget by former Prine
M ni ster
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

Two nonths | ater, however, the listing was postponed by Abdul | ah
on



grounds that he wanted to ensure that the interests and wel fare of
Fel da
settlers were protected.
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