28 MAR 2004
Naj i b- Fel da
NAJI B VELCOVES PM S DI RECTI VE TO PLACE FELDA UNDER HI M

SEPANG, March 28 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
wel cones the
deci sion by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi to pl ace
Fel da
under his responsibility and vows to do his best inrunningits
adm ni stration and managemnent .

"My first mssionis tolook into reports and views of the Fel da
authorities before deciding onthe best option avail abl e to enhance
its
success, " said the Deputy Prime Mnister at the KL | nternational
Al rport
upon his arrival from Singapore, here today.

He said the responsibility of overseeing Felda was in line with
Abdul | ah' s vision to further devel op the rural areas.

He sai d Fel da needed a new | ease of |life to ensure a nore
dynani ¢ and
successful rural | and devel opment progranme.

Abdul I ah, who chaired the Terengganu Umo Liai son neeting in
Kual a
Ter engganu t oday, announced t hat Fel da woul d cone under the Prine
M nister's Department with Najib directly assigned to oversee the
agency.

Fel da was previously under the Land and Co- operati ve Devel opnent
M ni stry whi ch was abol i shed by Abdul | ah when he announced t he new
cabi net
yest er day.

The restructuring of Felda, to be listed on the Mal aysi an
Securities
Exchange Bhd, was announced during t he 2004 Budget by former Prine
M ni ster
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

However, in Novenber, Abdullah postponed the listing to
determi ne the
benefits that Felda settlers would enjoy fromsuch a nove.
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