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NAM Bl A' S NUJOVA CALLS FOR AFRG- ASI AN UNI TY AHEAD OF GLOBAL 2004 LID

By: Miin Abdul Mjid
LANGKAW , July 28 (Bernamm) -- Nami bi an President Dr Sam Nuj ona
has
call ed for the strengthening of Afro-Asian unity to keep "the
expl oi ters of
this world" at bay as he and other | eaders arrived here today for
t he
A obal 2004 Langkawi International Dial ogue (LI D) which begins
t onor r ow.
He said the exploitation of resources in devel opi ng countries
shoul d
i nstead benefit the | ocal popul ace and not creating wealth for
ot hers.
"It is very inportant for us to concentrate on Afro-Asian
solidarity
and t he strengt heni ng of the novenent of the Non-Aligned countries
to
ensure that our resources are not exploited by the exploiters of
this
worl d,"” he told Bernama and of ficial broadcaster RTMon arrival at
t he
Langkawi | nternational Airport.
The t hree-day di al ogue, thened "Towards a Smarter G obe-
Reconci | i ng
Devel opnent Chal | enges with G obal Security Through Di al ogue”, will
be
opened by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi t onorrow.
Dr Nuj ona sai d co-operation between the devel opi ng countries of
t he
South and their richer relations of the North nust be preni sed on
t he
genui ne recogni tion of sovereignty of the devel opi ng countri es.
The Nani bi an | eader sai d comerce and trade |inkages between
bot h si des
nust al so be based on nmutual benefit for all the parties invol ved.
"No exploitation of nen by nmen should be allowed," said the LID
vet eran
who has | ed Nanmibia, a nation of 1.95 mllion, since March 1990.
Dr Nuj oma sai d devel opi ng countries, including those involvedin
the
Smart Partnership novenent, must find ways to manufacture products
with the
ai mof exporting themto reinforce their econom c strengths.
He al so paid tribute to forner prime mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad,
who initiated the LIDin 1995, for having | eft a strong i npression
anong



devel opi ng countri es.

The LIDis an integral part of the International Dial ogue on
Smar t
Partnership series, which includes the Southern Africa International
Di al ogue (SAID) and the Eastern Africa I nternational D al ogue
(EAI D).

Anong t hose who arrived today were King Mswati 111 of Swazil and,
whose
country hosted the d obal 2003 di al ogue i n Ezul wi ni, South African
Vice
Presi dent Jacob G Zunma and Presi dent Joaqui mAl berto Chi ssano of
Mozanbi que.

Zuma al so spoke his mind at the airport about what he descri bed
as the
two big issues that faced the world today -- gl obalisation and
poverty.

"While the world is (being) developed, it doesn't seemto be
addr essi ng
t he probl ens of the poorest of the poor," he said, adding that
governnents
and the private sector should take up the chall enge of tackling
those
probl ens.

Zuma said after going through a lot of difficulties, the African
continent was taking the bull by its horns this tinme around by
est abl i shing
t he New Economi ¢ Partnership for African Devel opment ( NEPAD)

"W believe the world nmust interact with it in order to help
Africa
nove al ong the path of fighting poverty and ot her probl ens of
under - devel opnent , " he sai d, addi ng that he believed that other
African
nations attendi ng the Langkawi tal ks woul d al so speak al ong sim | ar
l'i nes.

The host patron of d obal 2003, King Mswati, said he hoped to
touch on
t he subj ect of howsmall econom es coul d co-operate with countries
havi ng
bi gger econoni es at the dial ogue in Langkawi, a resort island which
has
becone one of Malaysia's top tourist havens.

Based on his neeting recently with Abdul l ah at Putrajaya in the
run-up
to G obal 2004 LID, the nonarch said he sawthat Abdul | ah was very
much
conmitted to nmoving the Smart Partnershi p novement forward.
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