19 JAN 2004

NATI ONAL ARCHI VES | NTRODUCES E- SPARK TO CONSERVE GOVT RECCRDS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 19 (Bernama) -- The National Archives will
i ntroduce
a new systemto conserve i nportant Governnment records and docunents
from
all departnents, its Director-Ceneral, Hajah Rahani Jam |, said
t oday.

The system known as Strategi Peruliharaan Arkib dan Rekod
Ker aj aan
(e- SPARK) or Government Records and Archi ves Conservation Strategy,
woul d
be the guideline for all Government departments in conserving their
records
whi ch starts fromthe opening of a file and ends during the di sposa
of a
file.

Rahani said e-SPARK was in line with the Government's policy to
i mpl ement a fully el ectronic Governnent.

"A | ot of docunents sent via e-mail, for instance, were not
r ecor ded
properly and nmost of the tine, we don't realise they are lost," she
sai d.

The project began six nonths ago and i s now 70 per cent
conpl ete.
e- SPARK i s expected to be fully conpleted in April.

"Thi s project ensures that inportant and val uabl e Gover nnent
files will
be conserved as reference for future generations," she told Bernama
after a
| uncheon i n conjunction with the opening of Gal eria Perdana here
t oday.

Gal eri a Perdana was the former official residence of Tun Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad, the country's fourth Prine Mnister, fromAugust 1983 to
Cct ober
1999. Tun Dr Mahathir then noved to the Prine Mnister's new
of ficial
residence in Putrajaya.

The gal | ery, which displays Tun Dr Mahathir's official and
unofficia
col I ecti ons and nenentos, was officially opened by Prime Mnister
Dat uk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi on Dec 20.
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