08 MAY 2004
Nazri - Si padan
NAZRI PROPGOSES LI FTI NG OF NI GHT- STAY BAN ON S| PADAN

SEMPORNA, May 8 (Bernama) -- Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's
Departnent Datuk Seri Nazri Abdul Aziz will propose to the Cabinet
to lift
the ni ght-stay ban on diving resort island of Sipadan here,
foll ow ng
i nproved security.

"It is not practical and a burden to operators who have to bring
t he
tourists out of the island before nightfall,"” he told reporters here
t oday.

The governnent had i nposed the ni ght-stay ban after arned nen
abduct ed
ni ne Mal aysi ans and 12 foreigners fromthe island in April 2000.

Nazri, who visited the island today, said he would al so propose
to the
Cabi net to set up a body to supervise the devel opnent of islands in
t he
country.

He said such a proposal had al so been nmade under forner prine
m ni ster
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad.

Earlier when addressi ng nenbers of the Tawau natural disaster
conmittee, he said the National Security Division should be notified
of any
di saster to enabl e speedy assi stance to be given to peopl e affected.

He sai d such committees should al so identify potential disasters
in
areas marked for devel oprment.

"There is no point of carrying out devel opnent if later it
br ought
di saster to the people,” he said.
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