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Chi na-Bil atera
NEW LEADERS OF MALAYSI A AND CH NA HAVE ESTABLI SHED PERSONAL CONTACT

By: Santha Oorjitham

KUALA LUWUR, Jan 21 (Bernama) -- Leaders in Ml aysia and Chi na
have
bot h handed over to their successors in the past year

And t he new | eaders of both countries have al ready established
per sona
contact with each other.

"The power transition in both countries had a soft | anding,"
China's
Anbassador to Mal aysia, Hu Zhengyue, told Bernama in an interview

He said bilateral relations between the new | eaders during the
transition have al so been "very snoot h and very neani ngful ."

Hu said Mal ayia's | eaders had been consistent in their
rel ationship
wi th China fromthe beginning.

"Tun Dr Mahat hir (Mhanmad) | ed Mal aysia for 22 years and
contri buted
greatly to this," he said.

Bef ore taking over as Prinme Mnister fromDr Mahat hir on Cct 31,
Dat uk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi visited China |l ast year and he is
expected to
visit again this year, with China' s | eadership reciprocating.

On Jan 11, at the signing of the Agreenent on Cul tural
Cooperation
bet ween Mal aysi a and China, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Najib
Tun
Razak "expressed his personal contributionto bilateral relations
Wi thin
the framework of Datuk Seri Abdullah's foreign policy,
Arbassador .

Hu recall ed that Najib's father, Tun Abdul Razak Hussein, was
one of
the first leaders to visit China and under his Preniership, Mlaysia
becane
the first ASEAN country to establish diplomatic ties with China, in
1974.

Conmment i ng on Tun Razak's contributions, the Anbassador quoted
an ol d
Chi nese sayi ng, "Wen we drink water we nust renenber who dug the
wel|."

He said Najib attached great inportance to the establishment of
diplomatic relations with China by his father.

"We find it very intriguing that he has already visited all the
cities
in China which his father visited," Hu observed.

Naji b started educational cooperation with Chinain 1996, when

said t he



he was
Educati on M ni ster by signing a Menorandumof Understanding with his
counterpart.

Today, there are over 10, 000 students from China i n Mal aysi an
tertiary
institutions and over 1,000 Mal aysi ans studyi ng i n Chi nese
institutions of
hi gher | earni ng.

As Defence M nister, Hu said, Najib al so began exchanges between
bot h
Def ence M nistries "and nade friends wi th nany Chi nese General s."

Def ence del egations and naval fleets fromboth countries visit
each
ot her each year.

China attends the Langkawi International Maritime and Aerospace
(LI'ma)
exhi bition every year.

China is also working closely with Mal aysia in the fight agai nst
terrorism Hu said.

"And we are willing to discuss joint manouevres for search and
rescue,”
he added.

Hu said 2004 was a "very warnt' year for bilateral ties, with
bot h
countries nmarking the 30th anni versary of diplomatic relations. It
was al so
Mal aysi a- Chi na Fri endshi p Year and t he 600t h anni versary of the
first
of ficial contact between China and Mal aysia with the visit of
Adm ral Zheng
He (Cheng Ho).

Cel ebrations of these events will include a Chinese Culture
Festi val
and Chi na Sci ence and Technol ogy exhi bition in Ml aysia, a Ml aysi a
Week in
Chi na, academ c synposia on bilateral relations and bil ateral
t echnol ogy
i nnovati on, and visits between hi gh-ranking civil servants and
entrepreneurs.
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