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NEWS AGENCI ES SHOULD FORM NETWORK AND TRUST EACH OTHER - DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, June 8 (Bernama) -- National news agencies should
forma
network |inkage to channel news and i nformati on anong themand trust
each
other to provide accurate i nformation about the goings-onin
devel opi ng
countries, former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said
t oni ght .

By doing so, they need not rely on international w re agencies
whi ch he
said were biased in their reports about devel opi ng nati ons.

He said it was time national news agencies get closer to each
ot her
towards furthering the causes of the South.

"Foreign wire agencies are always biased in their reports about
devel opi ng countries. So, if we don't report things by
ourselves...if we
don't trust oversel ves, then of course we are not going to get
nearer each
other," he said when delivering atalk entitled "The Rol e of Media
in
Furthering Sout h- Sout h Cooperation" at a | eadi ng hotel, here.

Dr Mahat hir was speaki ng at a di nner hosted by the Ml aysi an
media in
conjunction with the 12th General Assenbly of the O ganisation of
Asi a- Paci fi c News Agenci es (Cana).

Present were Informati on M ni ster Datuk Paduka Abdul Kadir
Shei kh
Fadzir and his deputy Datuk Zai nuddi n Mai din.

Dr Mahat hir said he hoped the news agenci es of Sout h-Sout h
countries
would try to break the i npasse of dependi ng on foreign wire agenci es
for
i nformati on on devel opi ng countri es.

"You | earn to trust each other and contribute towards furthering
t he
cause of the South," he said.

Dr Mahathir said currently national news agencies tend to rely
on
i nternational news agenci es for news and i nfornmati on about
devel opi ng
nati ons.

"But their (international news agencies) reports are
i naccurate...tend
to cause danage to devel opi ng countries, resulting in people not
wanting to



visit or invest in the countries.

"As such, this makes the rol e of national news agencies nore
i nportant,"” he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d news agenci es could use the Internet |linkage to
di stri bute news and pictures speedily to hel p enhance cooperation
anong
Sout h countries.

"Unfortunately, this has not becone very popul ar," he said.

Dr Mahat hir al so said many predictions by international
magazi nes had
been inaccurate and proven to be wong.

"When containers are used to ship goods about 35 years ago. ..
there
were reports that this is not going to be the future, that
containers will
never be popul ar for transporting goods. But (today) nost of the
things are
shi pped by containers," he said.

Dr Mahathir cited several exanples in Ml aysia, including the
race
relations, to point out the biased reporting by the international
press
about this country.

"...that underneath there is tremendous tension. Going to fight

each
other. Wn't be very stable. And they will continue to say this
everytine

they nention about Mal aysia," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said international news agenci es and the press
al ways
questioned the press freedomin Ml aysi a.

"The fact that their own newspapers are printed and distributed
in
Mal aysi a and Sout heast asia is not evident enough for Ml aysia that
t he
press is free. W have never restricted or never try to censor
them" he
sai d.

He said in Mal aysi a there were newspapers whi ch supported and
criticised the governnent.

"Why it is wong to support the governnent. In England, there

are
papers supporting the Labour, Conservative and al so the Li bera
(parties).

(But) this country (Mal aysi a) has been | abell ed as a country with no
free
press.
"They cone here, only spend five mnutes, and they will be
i nst ant
experts (about Ml aysia). They nust be endowed wi th sonme nystique
powers, "
he sai d.



Later at a question-and-answer session with del egates, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d
fighting terrorismwas not |ike fighting a conventi onal war where
t he eneny
was known.

As such, terrorismmnust not be tackled through the use of force
(security neans) but by finding out the root causes.

"Because we don't know who they are. They nmay be sitting next to
you, "
he sai d.

He al so said to attain devel oped country status by 2020 di d not
necessarily nean to be an i ndustrialised nation.

"We can be a devel oped country, not necessarily industrialised,
but we
nmust have the capacity to certain industries, if not for all," he
added.
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