07 JAN 2004
Naj i b- Qpposi tion
NAJI B' S APPO NTMENT NOTHI NG UNUSUAL, SAY OPPCSI TI ON LEADERS

KUALA LUWPUR, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- The Qpposition today
characterised the
appoi nt rent of Datuk Seri Mhd Najib Tun Razak as the Deputy Prine
M ni ster
as a nornmal appoi nt ment whi ch woul d not | ead to any significant
changes in
t he Bari san Nasi onal Governnent's policies.

DAP National Chairman LimKit Siang said in a statenment issued
in
Penang t hat he believed the general el ections were round the corner
and
likely to fall within Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi ' s "second
hundr ed
days" with the | ong-del ayed nam ng of the Deputy Prine Mnister.

"The appointment of Najib is no surprise,” he said.

Meanwhi | e, Keadilan President Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah | smai l
said
Naj i b' s appoi nt mrent was a cl ear cut case of follow ng the choice of
former
Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"Al though there are new faces, it is not a change actually
because the
choi ce was according to howthe former PMwoul d have preferredit,"’
she
tol d Ber nama.

I n TERENGGANU, Pas President Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang said
the party
was not afraid of Najib's appoi ntment and took as it sonething
nor mal .

"We are still the same because we will face the party. Whoever
is at
the helm we have to face themlike normal," he said.

Hadi al so hoped that Najib would be able to sow the seeds of a
mor e
positive denocracy in the country.
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