29 FEB 2004
Mbggi e- Candi dat es
NOT JUST ANYBCDY CAN BE A BN CANDI DATE, SAYS MOGAE E

KANOW T, Feb 29 (Bernama) -- Not just anybody can be a Barisan
Nasi onal
(BN) candidate in the comi ng parlianmentary el ection, said Energy,
Communi cations and Mul timedi a M ni ster Datuk Amar Leo Mbggi e anak
I rok
t oday.

"Any individual nom nated by any political party or offering
hi nsel f as
a candidate will be closely vetted...his background, character,
popul arity
on the ground and others...to ensure he is the best person," he said
at a
neet -t he- peopl e sessi on at Rh. Kadomi n Nanga Senedang, Machan near
her e.

He said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi as the
over al
head of the BN woul d have the final say and he woul d have several
channel s
to do so.

Mbggi e al so described Abdul |l ah as a very firml eader who had
added on
to the many fine policies of his predecessor, Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

"For instance, Pak Lah has | aunched a very maj or crackdown on
corruptionin the country, intending to wipe it out fromthe
gover nrent
systemand this had won hi mnmany prai ses and respect from
outsiders," he
sai d.

As the new prem er, he said Abdul | ah deserved all the support he
could
get and the Dayak comunity should give himtheir fullest support.

"You can do this by returning all the 28 BN candi dates in the
next
el ection.

"Your overwhel m ng endorsenent will showthe world that he has
t he
total and undivi ded support of all Ml aysians, be they inits nodern
ur ban
or renotest of the rural areas,” he said.

Moggi e, who the Menber of Parlianment for Kanowit, said the
return of
the BN to power too woul d nean political stability woul d again reign
supreme in the country.

"We can attract nore foreign and donestic investors, and with
nor e



i nvestnents we can have nore funds for devel opnent purposes,” he
sai d.

On the Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS) crisis, which ledtoits
deregi stration, he said it was "not a big problemand i s about one
or two
peopl e fighting each other to becone its president."”

He said there woul d be ways for the country's top | eaders to
| ook into
and sol ve the probl emsooner or |ater

"Those who shoul d be | eaders following the | egal process will be
allowed to lead the party.

"Whet her others woul d accept the decision or otherw se, we have
to
respect the law, " he said.

More than 200 peopl e and 40 "tuai rumah” (| onghouse chiefs) were
present at the function.
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