10 JUN 2004
Naji b-Kit Siang
NOT PROPER FOR KI'T SI ANG TO QUESTI ON | SLAM C COUNTRY, NAJI B SAYS

SUNGKAI, June 10 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Mohd
Naji b Tun Razak has said that it is not proper for OQpposition Leader
Lim
Kit Siang to question the status of Malaysia as an Islamic country
as it is
accepted by all Mal aysi ans, irrespective of religion.

"What | see is that it is not proper to nake it an issue just
because
Mal aysia is an Islamic country,” he told reporters after attending a
"kenduri" or feast and | aunchi ng Fel da Gugusan Gunung Besout and
Tr ol ak
settlers day here today.

He said there was no i ssue there as other countries' too had
recogni sed
Mal aysia as an Islam c country.

He was conmenting on Kit Siang's action in the Dewan Rakyat
yest er day
who questioned the declaration in 2001 by Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad
who was
then Prine Mnister that Malaysia is an Islamc country.

Kit Siang has said that based on the constitution and the soci al
contract, Malaysia is a denocratic secular country while Islamis
its
of ficial religion, and should not be considered as an | sl amc
country.

I n KUALA LUMPUR, Umo Yout h Chi ef Dat uk H shammuddi n Tun Hussei n
sai d:

"I see that what Kit Siang said in Parlianent was about political
interests
and | believe what he raised will back fire on him

"For me, they (the opposition) have no issue to raise in
Par | i anent
where the Bari san Nasi onal (BN) governnment won with a bi gger mandate
in the
recent election," he told reporters at his office.

What ever issues rai sed by the opposition, he said, BN would
continue to
get the support of both Muslins and non- Musli ns.

Mal aysi a, he said, was not only an Islam c country, but also a
nmodel
for other Islamc countries as both Muslims and non-Muslins in this
country
had been living in harnony, prosperity and peace.

He al so expressed concerns that Kit Siang's statenent coul d | ead
to



negative i nplications and af fect rel ati ons anbng vari ous races and
religions in the country.
Meanwhi | e, Umo Yout h executive council menber in charge of
religious
secretariat, Shansul Najm Shamsuddin, reninded Kit Siang to be
carefu
when naki ng statements about |slamwhich could tarnish the i nage of
I sl am
and cause disunity anong the conmmunity.
"Umo Youth urges Kit Siang to be careful when touching on
anyt hi ng
about Islamso that it does not bring about disunity and destablise
the
country's security,” he said in a statenent.
As an opposition | eader, Kit Siang must realise that the
denocratic
systemgave freedomto the the rakyat to live in peace and
prosperity, he
sai d.
"I'"'mconfident that he knows about the Islam c country concept
accepted
by the majority of Malaysia. Islamis not for Muslinms only but
ri ghts of
non- Muslims too are protected in this country,
- - BERNAMA
NZR 1ZI AM JR

he sai d.
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