08 JAN 2004
Abdul | ah- Wr ker s
M SI A AND | NDON TO SI GN MoU ON | NDON WORKER RECRUI TMENT SOON

By: Openg Onn

JAKARTA, Jan 8 (Bernama) -- Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad
Badawi said today that Mal aysia and | ndonesi a have decided to sign a
nmenor andum of under st andi ng (MoU) on the recruitment of | ndonesian
wor ker s
soon as it has been del ayed for sone tinme due to various factors.

He said that the MobUwas vital to arrange for worker recruitnent
and
address problenms that could arise pertaining to the i ssue of
| ndonesi an
wor kers who were required by Ml aysi a.

"There are still sone unresol ved nmatters which | need not
expl ai n here.
| hope they'Il be dealt with soon,” he told a joint nmedia conference

With
I ndonesi an Presi dent Megawati Sukarnoputri.

Abdul I ah was on a one-day visit to Indonesia, his first official
visit
to an Asean country since taking over fromTun Dr Mahathir Mhanad
on Cct
31 last year.

Earlier, he was acconpani ed by Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d
Al bar in his traditional call on Megawati at |stana Negara here.
Thi s was
followed by a bilateral discussion.

Anong the vital points inthe MoUis that the recruitnent of
I ndonesi an
wor ker s shoul d be t hrough enpl oynent agenci es i n I ndonesi a i nst ead
of
directly as preferred by enpl oyers in Ml aysi a.

Apart fromthat, the Mal aysi an enpl oyers coul d have cust ody of
t he
passports of the workers to ensure that they serve their contract
and to
provi de anot her docunment of identity recogni sed by the Mal aysi an
gover nnment
inthe event that they need to conduct transactions not related to
their
enpl oynent .

Thousands of | ndonesi an workers are seeking their livelihood in
Mal aysi a especially in the construction and plantation sectors due
to lack
of jobs in the country.

Sorme of thementer Malaysia illegally and the Mal aysi an
gover nment has



been conducting | arge-scal e operati ons to deport theillegal workers
who

are required to obtain valid docunents to be able to work in

Mal aysi a.

Abdul I ah sai d that he and Megawati al so agreed to hol d annual
consul tation between the | eaders of both countri es and proposed t hat
t he
Mal aysi a- | ndonesi a j oi nt comm ssi on conduct schedul ed neeti ngs.

"This is to ensure that there are no postponenents and

eventual |y

negl ected to be held. If thereis a fixed schedule, this will not
happen, "

he sai d.

Abdul I ah and Megawati regarded the annual consultation and joint
conmi ssi on as essential mechani sns to i npl enent and seek feedback on
t he
i mpl emrent ati on of progranmes pl anned by both countri es.

Abdul | ah al so said that he wish to see I ndonesians continue to
i nvest
in Malaysia in the fields of trade and conmerce.

"We will continue to hold discussions to expedite the proposed
bi | ateral paynment agreenent in an effort to encourage i nvest ment,”
he said.

Meanwhi | e, Megawati said in her statement that at the neeting,
the two
| eaders expressed determ nation to resol ve probl ens pertainingto
both I and
and maritine i ssues especially those affecting the Sarawak-

Kal i mant an
regi on.

Inthis respect, she said, they shared the viewon the maritime
i ssue
whi ch shoul d be based on the principle that |and recl amati on al ong
t he
coastline should not affect the naritine border of the two
countries.

She said that they were al so determned to tackle piracy
especially in
the Straits of Melaka to ensure a greater volune of trade and to
curb
smuggl i ng of tinber, people and weapons.

Megawati al so said that they agree to draw up a policy and
framework on
hurman resources and cooperate in the field of oil and gas.

They al so di scussed a proposed project to be undertaken by
Pet ronas and

Per t ami na.
The | ndonesi an president said that their discussions included
regi ona

and i nternational issues of nutual interest besides bil atera
i ssues.
"We al so reaffirmed our conmtnent to intensify efforts to curb



international terrorism" he said.
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