03 MAR 2004

El ection-Di ssol uti on (W apup)

PARLI AMENT TO BE DI SSOLVED TOMORROW ELECTI ON DATE KNOWN | N FOUR
DAYS

KUALA LUWPUR, March 3 (Bernanmma) -- Parlianent will be dissol ved
tonmorrow, setting the stage for Mal aysia' s general el ection eight
nmont hs
before its five-year termends.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ended weeks of
specul ati on about when he would call for fresh polls in a brief
press
st at erent .

Abdul | ah sai d the Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Siraj uddin
Syed
Putra Janmal ul l ai | signed the declaration to dissolve parlianent.

The El ection Conmmission said it would nmeet in four days to fix
dat es
for nom nations and polling in the country's 11th general el ection

Al'l state | egislative assenblies, except in Sarawak, which held
its
state electionin 2001, will al so be dissol ved tonprrow.

Under the country's constitution, general election nmust be held
Wi thin
60 days of the dissolution of parlianent.

Pol ling for the previous general election was held on Nov 29
1999 when
the country had 9.7 mllion registered voters.

This tinme around the el ectorate has increased by sone 600, 000.

The nunmber of parlianmentary seats has i ncreased by 26 to 219 and
t he
state seats by 63 to 505.

In the | ast general election, the Barisan Nasional (BN), which
has been
in power since the country's independence in 1957, won 148
parlianentary
seats but the nunber swelled to 152 when Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS)
rej oi ned
the coalition in January 2002 and t he BN won t he Pendang by-el ecti on
in
July the same year.

The BN won 281 of the 394 state seats it contested then but | ost
the
Lunas seat to Keadilan in a by-election in Novenmber 2000.

The mai n opposition party, Parti |slamSeMl aysia (PAS), which
r et ai ned
Kel ant an and captured Terengganu fromthe BN in the 1999 el ecti on,
has 26
seats in the outgoing parlianent and 98 state seats.

O the other opposition parties, the DAP has 10 parlianmentary



seats and
11 state seats and Keadilan five parlianentary seats and five state
seats.
Abdul I ah is going to the people to seek a mandate five nonths
after
taki ng over as prine mnister fromTun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in the
first
change at the hel mof the federal governnment in 22 years.
Since then a "feel good" feeling has been sweeping the country
Wi th
stronger econoni ¢ fundarmental s and t he Kual a Lunpur stock nar ket
reachi ng
its four-year high | ast week.
Sceptics and anal ysts attributed this to Abdullah's non-
confrontationa
foreign relations as well as his stepped-up anti-corruption drive.
Last nonth, the Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) arrested two
prom nent
figures, former managi ng director of state-owned Perwaj a Steel Sdn
Bhd Tan
Sri Eric Chia and cabinet minister Tan Sri Kasitah Gaddam
Chia is charged with crimnal breach of trust while Kasitah
faces
corrupti on and cheati ng charges. Kasitah has since resigned.
Abdul | ah said | ast week he was confident that the BN woul d
retain power
with nmore than a two-thirds majority this tine as his new policy
initiatives had the support of the overwhel ming majority of the
peopl e.
During a visit to Iran two weeks ago, he said that the high-
profile
arrests were a process of |aw enforcenent, adding that it was not
right for
himto interfere or protect anyone.
"A honeynoon period for him there has been some kind of
ent husi asm
(about Abdul | ah) over the | ast four nonths," said Dr Syed Husin Ali
the
presi dent of the opposition Parti Rakyat Mal aysia who has run in
sever al
el ections but has yet to win.
"He nmade some correct statenments, |ike against corruption and
i nprovi ng
the civil service. That sent a strong signal to the people,” he told
Ber nanma.
New Sunday Ti nes col umi st Datuk Dr Munir Majid said Abdull ah's
soaring
popul arity woul d gi ve an edge at this point of tinme to call for an
early
el ection.
"He is riding the wave of popularity because of his early
acti ons



indicating his tone of admnistration that is w dely wel coned by the
public," he said.

Dr Munir said the new premier is confident and cl ear of what he
want s
and wants it quickly.

"He wants his popular clains to be expressed i n nandate by the
el ectorate so that he can pursue his policies further. He wants a
fresh
mandat e to have new faces (in his administration), people who can
perform
at state and parlianentary |l evel. He wants to build his own team"
he
added.

Anal ysts sai d Umo, the backbone of the BN which was faci ng huge
problenms in 1999 fol |l owi ng the sacki ng of then Deputy Prine M nister
Dat uk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim is in a much better shape this tine to face the
pol | s.

Dr Ni dzam Sul ai man, a political scientist fromuUniversiti
Kebangsaan
Mal aysi a, sai d opposition parties except PAS appeared to have nore
probl ens
in the conming election.

"But Umo has built up nore confidence this tine around," he
sai d.

During the 1999 polls, nmany voters in the Malay heartl and
switched to
t he opposition canps, deserting their traditional support for Ummo.

But the nood has changed. Now many Mal ay voters are back into
the Umo
fold, said Dr Ni dzam

"Wth Abdul | ah, voters' confidence and support for Barisan
Nasi onal has
increased in the past nmonths and nowis the right time to go to the
el ectorate for a clear nandate to | ead the nation," he said.
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