13 MAR 2004
Nomi nat i on- Kepal a Bat as (Anal ysi s)
PAS "AS GOOD AS DEAD' | N KEPALA BATAS

KEPALA BATAS, March 13 (Bernama) -- Everyone knows it woul d be
sui ci da
to contest a Parliamentary seat when the i ncunmbent i s t he nunber one
man
hinsel f, the Prime Mnister.

However, an opposition candidate is "as good as dead" in Kepal a
Bat as,
horme to Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, who i s defending the
Parlianentary seat for the seventh consecutive time since 1978.

This tinme, he woul d be chal |l enged agai n by Abdul Khalid Rasid, a
busi nessman who i s al so Kepal a Bat as PAS conmi tt ee nenber.

Khal i d had already admitted that he was not confident of

defeating
Abdul | ah.

"I knowl'mgoing to lose but I will not |ose ny deposit,” he
sai d.

PAS was al ready seen by many as waving the "white flag" when the
party

failed to field a formni dabl e candi date to contest the Kepal a Bat as
seat .
PAS Presi dent Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang had once expressed his
readi ness
to contest there.

However, it was just talk and no action -- like firing bl anks
froma
gun.

In the 1999 el ection, Abdull ah obtained 19, 985 votes, defeating
Khal i d
who only nanaged 8, 810 vot es.

Abdul I ah joi ned Umo in 1975 and was fiel ded as the BN candi date
for
the Kepal a Batas Parliamentary seat in 1978. He won with a majority
of
5, 029 votes.

He was then appointed as the Parliamentary Secretary of the
Feder a
Territory Mnistry.

Political analyst, Prof Datuk Dr Syed Arabi 1did said Abdull ah
had
built a good and strong i mage eversi nce he succeeded Tun Dr Mahat hi r
Mohamad as the fifth Prime Mnister | ast Cctober

As for the opposition, it would be even worse as they no | onger
had any
strong issues to play up in their canpaign for this el ection

Penang Puteri Umo chief Azlina Mehtab Mohd | shaq sai d feedback
obtai ned fromvoters aged between 21 and 40 showed t hat they were



amazed
wi th Abdul | ah' s personality and his adm nistration style.
"No PAS candi date coul d defeat him" she said.
In fact, Azlina believed that PAS purposely fielded a candidate
just so
they coul d prevent Abdullah fromhaving nore tine to canpaign in
ot her
st at es.
The Kepal a Batas constituency had 39, 622 regi stered voters.
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