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PAS W LL FI ND KEDAH TOUGH GO NG | N FORTHCOM NG POLLS

By: Zul kefli Salleh and Zahari Morad
ALOR STAR: The war drums of PAS nay be getting | ouder after its

strong

showi ng i n Kedah in the | ast 1999 general el ection, giving the

i npr essi on

that the rice bow stateis likely to fall intoits hands in the

forthcom ng polls.

However, many political observers feel that with the passage of
time
(and hence events and i ssues) since 1999, the party's war cry of
"Qur Year
to Capture Kedah" is getting hollowand PAS mght find the state
t ough
going after all

There are many reasons why the political climte of Kedah is
changi ng
to favour the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) after the opposition
party
sprung a surprise by winning 12 of the 36 state seats and deni ed t he
BN of
itstraditional two-thirds majority in the state assenbly.

Lacking an influential |eader in the state since the denise of
its
presi dent Datuk Fadzil Noor, PASis finding its hold in Kedah
sl i ppi ng,
I acki ng strong i ssues to garner the support of the people.

This is attested by the falling attendance at its ceremah, a far
cry
fromthe past.

Chai rman of the Kedah State Umo Liaison Conmittee who is al so
t he
Menteri Besar, Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain, said heis certain
that PAS
islosingits gripinthe state.

"On the reverse, Umo is getting stronger and nore energetic
fol l owi ng
several unifying noves made by the party," said Syed Razak in his
openi ng
remarks in an exclusive intervieww th Bernana.

He reiterated his conclusion that PAS had in fact missed its
best
chance to take over the state in the 1999 polls, when Umo was
wr ecked by
many splits and the opposition were "united" in the formof their
"Alternative Front".

The opposition too had many i ssues to win the synpathies of the
voters.



"Even in that favourable situation, they had only won 12 out of
the 36
state seats and eight of the 15 parlianentary seats, and the BN
could stil
formthe state government," he said.

"For the com ng general election, Umo is certain that PAS will
not
capt ure Kedah, on the contrary, they will |ose several seats," he
sai d.

Comenting on the worry that the Kedah BNis not as strong as it
seened
and that his own buoyant confidence is just political showranship,
Syed
Razak sm | ed and said: "W do our homework."

The appoi nt nent of Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi as the prine
m ni ster |ast COctober al so gave a political advantage to t he Kedah
BN,
especi al |y anong the rural people.

Al t hough Abdul | ah i s not a Kedahan, the style of his | eadership
and
character is seen to attract the people's support to the BN
particularly
fromanongst the "fence-sitters” who had thrown their wei ght behi nd
PAS in
the last election.

At the sane tinme, PAS influence on the non-Malay voters is
wearing thin
and the opposition party's National Islamc State Docunment unveil ed
recently had frightened them Although these non-Mal ays are the
mnority in
nost of the constituencies, their votes are decisive to the
candi dat es.

PAS' fornmer ally, DAP, whether in Kedah or other northern
states, are
unwi I ling to be seen cooperating with PAS because of its strong
opposition
to the orthodox party's version of an Islamc state for Ml aysi a.

At the sane tine, the BNis drawi ng nore and nore support from
those of
Thai descent after a special officer was appointed fromanong t hem
to
resol ve the various probl ens faced by the comunity.

Syed Razak said the noves to unify nmenbers of Umo, fromthe
grassroot,
branch and di vi sional |evels had strengthened the hand of Umo in
particular and the BN in general.

"The bl essing of this effort is that the party's el ection
machi nery is
now runni ng snoothly and efficiently with the return of severa
i nfluenti al
names foll ow ng the creation of the (Umo) divisional pro-tem
conm ttees



recently," he said.
Syed Razak said the (Umo) divisional |eaders had al so t hrown
their
support behind the state | eadershi p and t hey had pl edged to work for
a
resoundi ng el ection victory in the state.
He al so saw the formati on of Puteri Umo as a chall enge to PAS
and
advant ageous to Umo because it could attract the young voters.
Based on these factors, Syed Razak said he is confident that the
BN
coul d wrest back nost of the nine state seats occupi ed PAS and one
by
Keadi | an.
As for the parliamentary seats, he said the BN coul d capture
those hel d
by the PAS | eaders, |ike Mat Sabu i n Kual a Kedah, PAS secretary-
genera
Nasharuddin Mat Isa in Yan and former youth | eader Mahfuz Omar in
Pokok
Sena as well as Jerlun and Padang Ter ap.
Syed Razak also felt that the success of the devel opnent
proj ects under
t he Kedah 2010 Action Plan has led to nore and nore support of the
peopl e
for the BN
Several "controversial" projects which were expl oited by PAS for
its
political gains have nowturned intoa "liability" to the opposition
party
when t hey were i npl enent ed successful ly.
One good exanpl e was the prawn cultivation project in Kerpan
whi ch in
t he past was wi dely bandi ed by PAS as a failure. But nowthe project
had
paid off and its first dividends were distributed to the
partici pants
before the Aidilfitri festival
The all ocation of RM84.4 nillion by the federal governnent to
Lenmbaga
Pengai ran Pertani an Muda (Mada) to provide agricul tural
infrastructures to
the farners of Kuala Muda, Sik and Baling, the latter two bei ng poor
districts in the state, was a slap to the face of the opposition
The project woul d benefit 27,000 farners who woul d see their
i ncone
i ncreasi ng when they can plant their padi nore than once a year
The BN state governnent had al so risen to the occasion by
defl ati ng
PAS' attenmpt to exploit the closure of the People's Religious
School s
(SARS) issue by opening a branch of the fanmous Mahnud Col | ege in



every
district to provide a sound and recogni sed rel i gi ous educati on.

Syed Razak said the people al so wel coned the el evation of their
state
capital Alor Star to acity as well as the provision of a direct air
service for the Haj fromAl or Star to Jeddah this season

The personality of Syed Razak hinself is seen as a plus factor
for the
BN. Political observers said his affabl e and approachabl e deneanor
Wi th
anybody, regardl ess of their political affiliation, would blunt any
PAS
noves agai nst him

Most people said the Menteri Besar is a very hunbl e person and
he coul d
m x easily with the peopl e regardl ess of protocols even when he
attends an
official function.

PAS on the other hand did not seemto gain any political mleage
out of
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's retirement, particularly in his
constituency of
Kubang Pasu, because t he peopl e woul d al ways val ue t he good servi ces
of the
former prine minister.

An Umo branch | eader in the Sungai Petani parlianmentary seat
said
hundreds of voters in his area who had supported the opposition

previously
have now come back to support BN
"During the last election, they did not get the full informtion
on a
maj or controversial issue. But nowthat they have the full picture,
t hey

are no longer angry (with the BN)," he said.

Li ke the voters of Terengganu, it seemthat the Kedah voters are
al so
i mpatient to wave "PAS, Goodbye". -- Bernanma
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