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Mahat hi r- Property
PAY MALAYSI A FOR USI NG | TS | NTELLECTUAL PROPERTY- DR MAHATHI R

MELAKA, July 25 (Bernama) -- Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d today
devel oped countries shoul d pay Mal aysia for nmaking use of its
experts as
t hese graduat es can be considered as this country's intellectua
property.

"W have to pay themwhen we use their intellectual property and
o)
they too shoul d pay us for naking use of Mal aysi an experts who our
intellectual property,"” the former Prine M nister said.

He was speaking to the press after accepting an honorary
doctorate from
the Mul timedia University (MMJ) at its fifth convocation at Ser
Negeri
Ayer Keroh here. It was presented by MW Chancel l or Tun Dr Siti
Hasnmah
Mohamad Al .

The doctorate was conferred in recognition of Dr Mahathir's
i mense
contributions to the devel opment of information, comunication
t echnol ogy
i n Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to conment on the appeal by
Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi that Mal aysi an gr aduat es
wor Ki ng
overseas return to their country and toget her devel op the nation

Dr Mahathir said the governnment had spent much noney to provide
t hem
with education in devel oped countries but when they graduated t hey
st ayed
on overseas and t he devel oped countries benfited fromtheir talents
Wi t hout
much expense to thensel ves.

Dr Mahat hir said they should return to their country which was
facing a
shortage of expertise.

"Usual | y these Mal aysi an students returned horme after conpl eting
their
studi es but some others stayed on because of the high renmuneration
and
better enpl oynment opportunities over there," he said.

To encourage themto return the governnent should create a
wor Ki ng
envi ronnment and provi de renmuneration on par with that they were
getting in
t he devel oped countri es.



"However the cost of living in Malaysia is | ower and so even
with hal f
of what they are getting overseas they shoul d be confortable here
and enj oy
the same life as in overseas," he added.

Dr Mahat hir al so commended the government for continuing with
t he
effort to provide nore Mal aysians with | CT know edge.

"When conpared with devel oped countries we nay be behi nd but
anong
devel opi ng countries we are ahead and so acquiring this ICT
know edge is
sonet hi ng good, " he sai d.
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