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KUALA LUVWPUR: Fancy goi ng to Pul au Pinang or Johor or any ot her
state
in Mal aysia and finding yourself staring at a market place call ed
" Pekan

Rabu" .
For those familiar with it, they would knowthat it is a
' shoppi ng
haven' for local tidbits, traditional food/cakes and handicraft as
found in

Al or Star, Kedah.

The nane is al so synonynous with the forner prenmier, Tun Dr
Mahat hi r
Moharmad who, during his youth, operated a stall at this fanmbus Pekan
Rabu
in the heart of the capital of Kedah. It was here too that he was
fondly
called "Che Det" by his friends.

And i f Koperasi Pekan Rabu that manages Pekan Rabu has its way,
Pekan
Rabu wi Il no | onger be the sole right of Alor Star. Yes, Pekan Rabu
will
spread its wings to all states of Ml aysia, including Sabah and
Sar awak.

Accordi ng to Koperasi Pekan Rabu Al or Setar's chairman, Haji
Azm bin
Shahab, the idea of setting up Pekan Rabu out si de Kedah was first
di scussed
with Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad when the forner premer officiated the
Koperasi's Annual General Meeting (AGV in 2001.

"The first Pekan Rabu outside Alor Star is planned to be opened
in
Penang. W have di scussed this with the Penang state governnent and
we have
al so spoken to the current Prine Mnister 'Pak Lah'," said Haji
Azm .

SPREADI NG | TS W NGS

Pekan Rabu is already 'crammed’ with traders and that is why the
cooperative would like to spread its wings and concept with the
cooperation
of the respective state governments.

Haji Azm who has been chairman of the cooperative for the past
Si X
years expl ai ned that Pekan Rabu woul d still be a trading site only
for the
Mal ays.



"The Mal ays are still left behind in the retail trade. Sone
rentals are
very hi gh, what nore of buying their own buil ding. The openi ng of
nor e
Pekan Rabu can be seen as a way to provide themw th business
opportunity.
We want to educate the Malay traders to do their businesses in a
pr oper
envi ronment. We do not want themto only ply their trade at the
ni ght
markets or at the five foot-ways. |Is this the i mage of our Ml ay
traders?"
he asked.

He said Pekan Rabu will nmintain the traditional el enents such
as | ocal
tidbits and | ocal food/cakes to keep its identify in the states
wher e t hey
are | ocat ed.

At the same tinme, the traders would be trai ned under one
bui l ding. As
such, he said the cooperative will be requesting state governnents
to
provi de a building solely for the Pekan Rabu proj ect.

Koper asi Pekan Rabu that is spearheading the project will also
identify
potential traders to set up their businesses at the newsite.

TRADI NG FOR THREE GENERATI ONS

The famous Pekan Rabu in Alor Star was fornmed in 1932 as
Syari kat Kerja
Sama- Sama Tanggungan Ber had, before changing to its present name in
1975
when its building shifted fromTanjung Chali to its present site at
Jal an
Tunku I brahim To date, Koperasi Pekan Rabu has 1, 340 nenbers.

"Al'l our nenbers are Mal ays and are Muslinms. They are al so
locals. In
total, we have 340 shops. The traders here have been trading for the
past
t hree generations. There are now even grandchi |l dren who are carrying
out
thei r grandfathers' businesses," explained Haji Azmi .

Pekan Rabu is divided into three sections: the arcade, market
and
restaurants.

At the arcade section for exanple, one can find varieties of
items such
as clothes, handicraft, jewellery, books, crockery, picture franes
and
| ocal tidbits not available in other places.

"The local tidbits are al so sent to Kuala Lunpur and Johor
Baharu. W



got help fromMatrade but the volune is still small because the
production
itself is limted.

"W are now gearing towards R&D. W are di scussing with SM DEC

(Snal |
and Medi um| ndustries Devel opment Corporation) to enhance the
quality of

t he products produced by our nembers to nmeet the export
requi rement," he
added.
According to Haji Azm, the cooperative will al so be doing
Quality

Control for the | ocal producers in Kedah.

GOOD BUSI NESS

On the performance of Pekan Rabu's traders, Haji Aznm said they
are
enj oyi ng good busi ness and there i s an i nprovenent fromyear to
year.

"We can see this fromthe econom ¢ status of the nenbers. There
are
some who went on pil grinmage every year, others have their own houses
now,
bi gger cars and openi ng bi gger shops out si de Pekan Rabu

"These are the traders whose busi ness had thrived and | ater
nmoved out
from Pekan Rabu to make way for other traders. In this sense, Pekan
Rabu
acts like an incubator for the traders, educating and training them
unti
they attai ned success and are ready to | eave for the outside world.
They
are still menbers of the Cooperative even though their businesses
are now
out si de Pekan Rabu," said the chairnman

As part of the efforts to further pronote Pekan Rabu, this
shoppi ng
haven has been included in the cal endar of the Mega Sal es Carniva
and
"Cuti-Cuti Malaysia' holiday programrmes pronoted by t he Mal aysi an
Pronoti on
Touri sm Board ( MPTB)

Those who have visited Pekan Rabu in recent years woul d have
noti ced
the tent-liked structures built around the Pekan Rabu. One is called
Dat aran Che Det Mall and the other Dataran Che Det Wal k. Both are
sites for
speci al events organi sed by the cooperative as its ongoing efforts
to
pronot e t he shopping centre.

Sone great events that had been held at the site were
Bi ot echnol ogy



Fest, Flora Fest and Education Info. Last March 6, the cooperative
organi sed a Job Carnival, the first of its kind, jointly with the
Labour
Depart ment, MARA Kedah, the Public Services Department, |PTA and
| PTS.

"This is our social service to the people where the public can
obtain
informati on on job opportunities,” said Haji Azm .
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