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GLOBAL 2004- PELANG BEACH
PELANG BEACH RESCRT STARTS PREPARI NG FOR GLOBAL 2004

By: Yong Soo Heong

LANGKAW , June 18 (Bernamm) -- Pel angi Beach Resort, a chal et-
type
resort at Pantai Cenang here, has already started preparing for the
d oba
2004 International Smart Partnership Di al ogue (al so known as the
2004
Langkawi International Dial ogue) by refurbishingits roons and

upgr adi ng
its Internet facilities, saidits general manager, Francois G
Sigrist.

"Time is short and we are happy that everyone is involved in
| ending a

hel pi ng hand to make G obal 2004 an even nore successful event than
t he
| ast one," he said.

G obal 2004 will be held fromJuly 29 to 31

Pel angi Beach Resort, which al so hosted A obal 2002, will be the
mai n
venue for the dial ogue. The hotel is nodelled along a traditiona
Mal ay
seaside village with 331 roons contai ned in 51 doubl e and si ngl e-
storey
chal ets made mainly fromtwo | ocal timnber species, kenpas and kapor.

Sigrist said the refurbi shnment started about a year ago on a
gradua
basis so as not to interrupt guest bookings.

"During the | ow season or whenever the chalets are enpty, we
will
refurbi sh themone by one," he added. "The hotel is already 15 years
ol d
and we nmust ensure that it remains attractive with the best
anenities and
servi ce standards. "

As for the upgraded Internet facilities, Sigrist saidthe public
ar eas
i ke the | obby, business centre and swi nmi ng pool were now wirel ess
Internet-enabled foll owing the installation of a broadband I nternet
net wor k.

"W find that many guests fromother hotels al so cone to our
hotel to
make use of our Internet facilities and we are | ooking into
extending this
further to other areas in the hotel," he said.

Sigrist said it was crucial nowadays for top hotels to have good
I nternet access for guests because nore and nore peopl e were
demandi ng for



it.

"You just have to have it (these days)," he said and cited an
anal ogy
that the | ack of Internet access in a hotel was |ike having a
bat hr oom
wi thout a shower or water.
He sai d Pel angi Beach Resort was nowaimng to attract guests in
t he
M CE (neeting, incentives, conventions and exhi bitions) segnent as
wel |, as
hotel s woul d not be able to survive on | eisure travellers al one.
Sigrist also said that Pelangi Beach Resort woul d get extra
enpl oyees
during G obal 2004 and its existing staff were now being trained for
t he
occasi on, includi ng hei ghtening their awareness on the need for
greater
security with help fromthe police force
Meanwhi | e, various officials of the national comittee invol ved
in
or gani si ng A obal 2004 ended their second neeting here on Wednesday.
The neeting, chaired by Datuk Haji Abdullah Yatim Deputy
Secretary-General inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment, who is al so
t he
co-chai rman of the national commttee on A obal 2004, was called to
revi ew
the progress of the various sub-committees.
The ot her co-chairman i s Datuk Dr Ahnmed Tasir Lope Pihie,
presi dent and
chi ef executive of the Mal aysi an I ndustry- Government Group for High
Technol ogy (M GHT).
The sub-conmi ttees cover protocol, security and energency,
heal t h,
nedi a and pronotion, technical, support and services, and
accredi tation,
regi strati on and docunentati on
Its menbers are drawn fromagencies like the Prime Mnister's
Departnent, Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, Mnistry of Health, Roya
Mal aysi an Pol i ce, Mal aysia Airlines, Mal aysia Airports Bhd,
Depart nent of
Cvil Aviation, Inmgration Departnent, Langkawi Devel opnent
Aut hority and
M GHT.
Close to 30 heads of state and governnent, nostly from
devel opi ng
countries, have been invited for @ obal 2004 and the fina
attendance |i st
is expected to be drawn up after a nmeeting between Wsnma Putra and
t he
heads of foreign mssions in Putrajaya next week. Al inall, sone
600
governnent | eaders, policy makers, corporate | eaders and nedi a



practitioners are expected to take part in d obal 2004.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi said in April
this year
that he was fully conmtted to the Smart Partnership Mouvenent
Di al ogue
initiated by former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in 1995
as it
had paved t he way for Mal aysia and its di al ogue partners fromAfrica
in
pronoti ng wi n-w n endeavours.

"Al'l our past dial ogues have been successful in their own way, |
hope
this year's dialogue will be equally successful,” Abdul | ah had sai d
at the
medi a | aunch of G obal 2004, whose theme will be "Towards a Snarter
d obe".

A obal 2004 is expected to re-visit inportant issues |ike
poverty
reduction, addressing health concerns with special enphasis on
fighting
HI V/ Al DS and di scuss ot her chal | enges faced by devel opi ng nati ons.
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