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El ecti on- Perak (News Focus)
PERAK I N THE FOCUS COF NATI ONAL PCLI TI CS

| POH, March 12 (Bernama) - Until two weeks ago, Perak was not
considered a "hot" state in the March 21 general el ection. But now
it has
becorme one of the main focus in national politics.

Wth only three parlianmentary and ei ght state seats occupi ed by
t he
opposition in the last 1999 general election, Perak at first did not
prom se any tough fights, given the [ ack of national issues |ike
those five
years ago.

However, when the 24 parlianentary and 59 state seats of the
state with
1.17 voters are open for nonination tonmorrow, Perak will becone the
focus
of the political pundits and observers.

Inthe fray are five cabinet mnisters: Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu
(Sungai Siput), Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k (Beruas), Datuk Seri
Raf i dah
Azi z (Kual a Kangsar), Datuk Seri Mhanmed Nazri Abdul Aziz (Padang
Rengas)
dan Brig Jen (B) Datuk Seri Abdul Hamid Zainal Abidin (Parit
Buntar).

The el ectoral heat in Perak suddenly went up by a few notches
when DAP
strongman LimKit Siang announced his intention to contest in | poh
Ti mor
after trying his political fortune i n Pul au Pi nang several terms
Wi th
little result.

Suddenly too did the DAP want to nake Perak its front-line state
after
Pul au Pi nang and they are eyeing Kinta Valley which offers three
parliamentary and ni ne state seats.

Umo whi ch had | ong noved its nachinery to re-capture the Parit
and
Parit Buntar seats fromPAS, were given a jolt when it had to give
up its
Bukit Gantang seat to a conponent party of the Bari san Nasional, the
Parti
Progresif Penduduk (PPP).

Umo Bukit Gantang strongly opposed the presence of PPP
presi dent Dat uk
M Kayveas, shutting down their operations roomand sending a
del egation to
see Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi and Menteri
Besar Dat uk



Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali.
The unexpect ed "devel opnent"” in a way al so affected the Perak
BN s aim
of having "zero opposition" in the state.
"We were really confident of re-capturing all the seats (held by
the
opposition) but with the probl emof Bukit Gantang and t he presence
of Lim
Kit Siang, we would face sone problens but | think its inpact would
not be
mejor," said Tajol Rosli
Qui ck action by the | eaders and conprom ses by the BN al | owed
t he Bukit
Gantang i ssue to be resol ved when Cerakan agreed to | et Kayveas
stand in
its Tai ping parlianmentary constituency while its Perak wanita chi ef
Tan
Li an Hoe stand in Bukit Gantang.
Taj ol Rosli regarded the opposition by the Bukit Gantang Unmo as
t he
"styl e of Umo" because they were defending their own turf but the
power - sharing policy of the BNand the maturity of its | eaders
succeeded in
resol ving the issue.
The Bukit Gantang i ssue arose when the PPP, which | ast contested
in the
1986 el ection, had problens getting a suitable seat and in the end,
t he BN
| eaders left it to the i ncunbent Menteri Besar to sol ve the probl em
Perak was the choice of PPP because it was once its stronghol d.
"They joined the Alliance when they were still strong. The
| eaders felt
that it is not right to side-track thembecause they are weak," said
Taj ol
Rosl i .
As a solution, the Perak BN | ooked for a seat with the | onest
Mal ay
maj ority and Bagan Dat ok was found to be the choice but was not
chosen
because the i ncunbent, Datuk Zahid Ham di, still wanted to contest.
In the end, Bukit Gantang was sel ect ed because the i ncunbent,
Dat uk Dr
Abdul | ah Fadzil Che WAan, had stated his intention to opt out.
Al 't hough the party | eaders did not prom se any post to the head
of the
Bukit Gantang division, it is learnt that the head of its pro-term
conmittee, Datuk Mat |Isa I smail, has been sel ected to be t he Speaker
of the
State assenbly if he wi ns Changkat Jering state seat.
The hal f-day visit of Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak
to the Kerian district this Monday, is expected to cool down the



situation.
For the other seats, Umo is hoping that the choice of
candi dat es based
on the |l ocal factor would help the party win several seats
consi dered to be
PAS st ronghol ds, especially Parit Buntar, Parit and Bagan Serai.
For Parit, Umo chose t hree candi dates for the parlianmentary and
state
seats fromthe |l ocal | eaders who are said to be active in the
di vi si on,
i ncl udi ng the head of the pro-temconmittee Datuk Zai m Abu Hassan
(for the
Bel anj a state seat) and Nasaruddi n Hashi m(parliamentary seat).
Earlier, head of the I poh Barat pro-temconmittee and chai r man
of
Fel cra, Datuk Hanzah Zai nuddi n, was touted as t he best candi dat e but
t he
Parit Umo insisted on having their own | eader, citing the case of
for mer
Donesti ¢ Trade and Consumers Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Megat Junid
who | ost
in Parit in the 1999 general el ection because of the strong
senti ment
agai nst an "outsi der candi date".
"W gave themwhat they want. So, the Parit Umo have to work
hard to
nmake sure that they win... if not, it would showthat Umo itself is
not
strong in Parit,"” said Tajol Rosli.
For Parit Buntar, an "outsider" for a candidate should not be a
probl em
for Umo because the i ncunbent MP, PAS Vice Presi dent Datuk Dr
Hassan Ali
is also an outsider. But religionis the main factor.
M nister inthe Prime Mnister' Departnment, Brig Gen (rtf) Datuk
Abdul
Hami d Zai nal Abidin who is in charge of the religious portfolio, is
the
Umo choi ce while the Director of the Perak Special Affairs
Depart nent,
Kapt (rtd) Najnuddin Alias Al-Hafiz, 40, who is al so a popul ar
religious
speaker, is the Umo candi date for the Batu Kurau state seat.
Anot her Umo seat that is considered "hot" is Bagan Serai, where
Deput y
Home M ni ster Datuk Zainal Abidin Zin will be chall enged agai n by
t he Perak
PAS Commi ssi oner, Ahnmad Awang.
While Umo is focusing on the PAS stronghol ds, the MCA has to
deal with
LimKit Siang in I poh Ti mor where 85.3 percent of the 62,531 voters
are



Chi nese, the highest nunber in the country.

Perak MCA chai rman Dat uk Ong Ka Chuan is deternined to displace
the DAP
i ncunbent in the Batu Gaj ah parlianmentary seat, Fong Po Kuan, in the
party's attenpt to check the DAP in the state.

The | ack of the i ssues to arouse the wath of the peopl e towards
t he
governnment is not a problemto the DAP which is fishing for synpathy
vot es,
especially by the supporters of LimKit Siang who want himto be
given the
| ast chance to return to parlianent after his failure in Pul au
Pi nang.

Kit Siang may have changed constituency but his political
Nenesi s,
former prime minister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad will always be in his
m nd.

Dr Mahathir will take to the Ipoh Tinor field on March 19 to
assist the
BN candi dat e, Thong Fah Chong, in wooi ng the Chi nese voters who hol d
the
former prime minister in high esteem
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