02 JUN 2004
Abdul | ah- Japan
PM ARRI VES | N JAPAN FOR NI KKEI CONFERENCE

By: Azman U ang

TOKYO, June 2 (Bernama) -- Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad
Badawi arrived tonight for a one-day trip to Japan whi ch a Mal aysi an
di pl omat says has aroused a | ot of interest here.

Abdul I ah, fresh froma five-day visit to China, is the keynote
speaker
at an annual international conference organi sed by the Ni kkei
newspaper
group here tonmorrow, which this time will discuss Asian regional
i ntegration.

Mal aysi an Anbassador to Japan Dat uk Marzuki Mohd Noor said there
had
been "a | ot of expectations" fromthe Japanese public, corporate
sector,
governnent officials and politicians about the visit.

He sai d Japan | ooked at the recent | eadership change in Mal aysi a
from
22 years of the prine ministership of Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad to
Abdul I ah
"very positively".

Speaking to Mal aysi an reporters at the enbassy here ahead of
Abdul | ah' s
arrival, Marzuki said because this would be Abdul | ah' s debut at the
conference as prine mnister, there was a | ot of expectations from
anong
the Japanese to listen to his views and perceptions on Asia's
future.

The 10th Ni kkei | nternational Conference on the thene "The
Future of
Asia" wi |l al so hear speeches fromDr Mahathir, Vietnamese Prine
M ni ster
Phan Van Khai, former Philippine President Fidel V. Ranops,
Si ngapore' s
Seni or M nister Lee Kuan Yew and former Japanese Prine Mnister
Yasuhiro
Nakasone.

The prine minister is also schedul ed to neet his Japanese
count er part
Juni chiro Koi zum shortly before | eaving for home in the eveni ng.

The anmbassador said both | eaders | ast net in Decenber |ast year
but
their nmeeting this tine would enabl e Abdull ah to reviewthe state of
bilateral relations and to expl ore new avenues to enhance ties.

"Mal aysi a- Japan rel ati ons are very nat ured.

"W have excellent relations at the political, business,
gover nment and



peopl e-t o- peopl e | evel s," he said.

Trade between the two countries is al so bal anced at about US$1
billion
(RVB. 8 billion) each nonthly.

"That is huge and it has been very consistent. Foreign direct
i nvestment fromJapan to Mal aysi a has al so been very consi stent,"” he
added.
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