31 JAN 2004
Abdul | ah- Response
PM HEARTENED BY RAKYAT' S PCSI Tl VE RESPONSE TO HI S ADM NI STRATI ON

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 31 (Bernamm) -- Approaching the 100-day mark of
hi s
adm ni stration, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badaw
t oday
expressed satisfaction over the positive response fromthe najority
of the
rakyat on what he intends to do for themand the country.
The Prinme M nister said he was aware of the high expectation of
t he
rakyat arising fromthe various announcenents and changes that he
had so
far instituted since taking over fromTun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Cct
31.
"There's a high expectation, yes | knowthat. But at the sanme
tinme they
have shown a readi ness to support and wel cone the changes that are
bei ng
i ntroduced,"” he said at a neeting with [ ocal nmedia chiefs, here.
Abdul I ah, who is al so Finance M nister, said he al so managed to
i ncrease the | evel of confidence in the governnent which was doi ng
t hi ngs
to i mprove services to the people.
The neeting, which | asted nearly two hours, saw Abdul | ah tal ki ng
about
a range of issues fromefforts to stanp out corruption and trimm ng
red
tape to election and rel ati ons with Si ngapore.
Abdul | ah, whose termin office reaches 100 days next Saturday
(Feb 7),
said that his actions and noves had created a certain "feel good"
vi bes
anmong t he popul ace.
"This feel good (feeling) is what we have created. It came in
many
forms -- appoi ntnents, mnor cabinet reshuffle, it came in the form
of
announcenents of what we are going to do," he said.
The Prine Mnister said that his plans for the country should
not be
seen as a populist approach to fish for votes.
Pl edgi ng to deliver on what he had pronised to deliver, he said:
"Those
are real stuff. It constitutes my agenda of what | want to achieve."
Abdul | ah said what he had outlined so far for the country were
not nere
words for actions were in fact being taken to i nmpl enent them



Wien a few of those present hinted that the situation in the
country
felt right for an election to be held, Abdullah jokingly said: "I'm
listening to a lot of advice now. Do you think nowis the best time?
[ am
wat ching the situation (as to) when will be the tine we'll have the
election. That's all | can say."

Asked what woul d normally disturb him the Prinme Mnister said
what
worries himwas that there seened to be not enough tine for himto
do what

he had to do.
Abdul I ah sai d he was now putting in | onger tinme at work and
woul d only

be ready for bed |l ater than usual.
"It takes a lot of work. Tinme is a problem Howto deal with
this and

that. Ghers, | amnot worried. | amnaturally not a person who
Worri es.

"I can't be bothered spending ny tine worrying about this,
WOr ryi ng

about that. | put conplete faith inm Creator. If | amdestined to
do this
job, He will help me. That's ny belief," he said.

Turning to the i ssue of corruption which donminated a | arge part
of
today's session, Abdullah said it had not becone a chronic probl em
but this
was precisely why serious attenpts must be made to keep it in check.

"The fact that it exists in many places, and the fact that we
hear of
peopl e bei ng caught for corruption, to me that is serious enough,"”
he said.

Abdul | ah said the strategy to conbat graft invol ved focusing on
frontline agenci es and depart nents which had to deal with t he rakyat
on a
regul ar basi s.

"This al so i nvol ves those which i ssue pernmits and |icences. This
is
what shoul d be tackl ed quickly," he said.

The Prine M nister said counter services should al so be i nproved
for
the benefit of the rakyat.

"I have asked mnisters to go down (to the ground). You don't
expect ne
to go on your behalf. | showed the way and you nmust do it too," said
Abdul | ah who caught everybody of f guard when he made a spot check at
t he
| nm gration Departnent in Pusat Bandar Danansara earlier on the job.

He stressed on the need to shorten administrative procedures.

"All this is to reduce delay and make things easier. This del ay
i s what



i s causing the problem Del ay breeds corruption because peopl e are
i npatient, people want to junp the queue and are prepared to give
noney, "
he sai d.

Turning to Malaysia's relations with Singapore, the Prine
M ni ster said
t he approach nowwas to try and resolve the easier bilateral
probl ems and
continue addressing the nore difficult ones.

"Let's deal with the easy ones first so that the rakyat will
know t hat
the i ssues are not piling up unresol ved," he said.

Noti ng that he had no probl emworking wi th Singaporeans,
Abdul | ah sai d:
"To me, being nice to people isn't a bad thing. Tone it's not a
guestion
you want to be tough, you want to be soft.

"The i ssue of toughness and softness is not involved here. (It
is
rather) an i ssue of creating an at nosphere where you can sit down
t oget her
and talk and sort it out.

"I think the nmood is good. They are ready to talk, we are al so
ready to
tal k. Let's get things organised," he said.

Queried on his plans for the young people in the country,
Abdul | ah sai d
he greatly believed that sonmeone who i nvested i n young peopl e was
maki ng
the right investnment.

"They are our future, they are our assets and we nust therefore
utilise
that asset in the best way possi ble. They have to be notivated, they
have
to be given first and forenpst good educati on. Character-buil ding
for them
is very inmportant too," he said.

Stressing that he was not agai nst ol d peopl e, Abdullah said: "I
want to
gi ve the young peopl e an opportunity because tinme i s passing very
fast. The
time will conme before they realise that at a young age, they have to
shoul der a | ot of repsonsibilities."”
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