12 FEB 2004
Abdul | ah- Wat er
PM SEMANGGAR PLANT BEARS TESTI MONY TO LOCAL COMPANY' S CAPABI LI TY

KOTA TINGA, Feb 12 (Bernama) -- Opening of the Semanggar Water
Treatnent Plant, nmarking the end of Johor's dependence on treated
wat er
from Si ngapore, bears testinony to the capabilities of |oca
conpani es and
Mal aysi ans i n acquiring high technol ogy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi
sai d today.

The Prime M nister said opening of the RM650 nillion plant al so
showed
t he success of the Barisan Nasi onal (BN) governnent in providing
facilities
to the people.

"The governnent and t he peopl e of Johor can take pride in the
success
of this project. It has proven the ability of |ocal conpanies to
build a
hi -tech water treatnent plant.

"Thi s success is very nmeaningful to the BN Government which
al ways
| ooks forward to provide facilities for the people,"” he said when
openi ng
the pl ant.

Omned by SAJ Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Ranhil
Utilities, the
pl ant i s expected to be operational by year-end.

It will supply 160 million litres of water a day to consuners in
Johor
before its capacity is upgraded to 320 mllion litres daily in the
near
future.

Water treatnent plants of Singapore's Public Uilities Board
(PUB) in
Johor will cease to operate with the openi ng of the plant.

Abdul | ah hoped SAJ, which had proven its nettle, would continue
to
ensure the wat er supplied to Johoreans was cl ean and of high
quality.

"The governnent hopes the water supplied is clean and of high
quality
to the grow ng popul ation," he said.

He al so hoped the state governnent and SAJ woul d act pronptly to
address the probl emof non-revenue water which is at 30 per cent.

"The Johor Governnent and SAJ have prom sed ne to bring down the
non-revenue water problemto 10 per cent," he said.

Earlier, SAJ Chairman Tan Sri Sal | ehuddi n Mohanmed sai d t he



Semanggar

Water Treatnent Plant project was nooted by forner Prinme M nister
Tun Dr

Mahat hi r Mohanmad who want ed a strategi c approach to tackl e the wat er
supply

i ssue wi thout relying on foreigners.

"Thi s approach realised a technol ogi cal drive which will ensure
Johor eans received uninterrupted and quality water supply in the
 ong run.

"Thi s means, once the entire project is conpl eted, Johor Baharu
and
nearby districts no | onger need to depend on treated water by the
Public
Utilities Board," he said.

Sal | ehuddi n said al t hough raw water treated at the Semanggar
Wt er
Treatnent Pl ant was fromSungai Johor, its quality woul d be
constantly
nonitored to ensure conpliance with World Heal th Organi sati on (WHO)
st andar ds.

Present were Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman, Foreign
M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, who is also Kota Tinggi Menber of
Parl i anent,
and state executive councillors.
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