15 MAR 2004
Abdul | ah- Wt hdr awal
PM W THDRAWAL CF CANDI DATES PROCOF OF LACK OF ROLE OF OPPCSI TI ON

| POH, March 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad
Badawi descri bed as wel come news the wi t hdrawal of candi dates
chal | engi ng
the Bari san Nasional (BN) in the Labuk, Klias and Pantai Manis state
constituenci es i n Sabah today.

Abdul I ah, who is BN chai rman, was asked to conmment on the
victory of
t he BN candi dat es who won the three state seats unopposed at a nedi a
conference after attendi ng a neet-the-peopl e session at the I ndera
Mulia
St adi um here.

Soon after, the BN won the Sugut state seat unopposed when
anot her
candi date al so pulled out of the race today, within the three-day

"cooling
period", fromnom nati on day | ast Saturday, whi ch ends t onorrow.
Polling in

the 11t h general el ection has been fixed for Sunday.
Wth today's uncontested victory, the BN has so far won seven
parlianentary seats and ei ght state seats in the general election
"Al handul il lah, their withdrawal neans that they realise that
there is
no | onger any role for themas the opposition in the respective
constituencies,” Abdullah told the nmedi a conference.
"Looks like they are sincere just |like in Kota Tinggi where
(Foreign
M ni ster) Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar won uncont est ed yest erday, " he
sai d.
The nmove by the PAS candidate to withdraw fromthe contest in
t he
parliamentary constituency brought the total nunber of parlianentary
seats
won uncontested by the BN to 15.
On polling day, 204 parlianentary seats will be up for grabs.
Abdul | ah said that the BN's victory, even if the seats were won
uncontested, was significant as it was not as a result of the
di squalification of the respective candi dates on technicality in
filing
thei r nom nation papers.
"When the candidates willingly give way, pave the way for the
BN, then
that's still a genuine victory as the opposition are not prepared
and felt
there i s unreasonbl e cause to contest," he said.
Present were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Chazali and



MCA
presi dent Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting.

Earlier, Abdullah, who is |l eading the BNin a general election
for the
first time since succeeding Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Cct 31 | ast
year,
rem nded party nmenbers and supporters not to be over-confident
foll owi ng
the coalition having won over 20 seats uncont est ed.

I nstead, he said, they should work even harder to ensure a
| andsl i de
victory in the general election.

He al so hoped that the voters would conme out in full force to
di schar ge
their responsibility and not regard t he one vote they woul d cast was
insignificant in the election process.

"W want as many as possible, if possible 100 per cent of those
eligible to vote, to cone out to cast their votes," said Abdul | ah
who
| aunched t he BN nani festo t hemed "Towards a Mal aysi a of Excel |l ence,
Adory
and Di stinction" yesterday.

"Then, whatever mandate given by the people will be a true

pi cture of
the extent of support of the people," he said.
Asked woul d a | ow voter turnout be bad for the BN, he said: "I'm
not
tal ki ng about the bad or good for Barisan but it is not good for
Mal aysi a. "

He said that it would showas if the rakyat had negl ected their
responsibility and it would not be good if the governnent to be set
up was
one which won the el ection because of the small percentage of voter
t urnout .

Asked to comment on LimKit Siang's canpaign strategy that a
vote for
himis areturn of the voice of the people to parlianent, Abdullah
said
that the BN al so represents the voi ce of the people.

"We are al so the voice of the people. Wien we becone t he waki
rakyat,
the wakil rakyat is the voice of the people...that's the neani ng of
waki
rakyat and they will then carry the burden of neeting the
aspirations of

the rakyat," he said.
In the general election, Limis being challenged by the BN s
Thong Fah
Chong, the incunbent in the | poh Tinor parliamentary constituency.
- - BERNAMA

AZZ AZZ RM






	PM: WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDATES PROOF OF LACK OF ROLE OF OPPOSITION (Bernama 15/03/2004)

