09 JAN 2004
S pore-Visit (Curtain Raiser)
PM S VISIT TO SI NGAPORE - NEW CHAPTER | N Bl LATERAL RELATI ONS

By: Sal bi ah Sai d

SI NGAPORE, Jan 9 (Bernama) -- Fresh fromappointing his deputy
and
reshuffling the Cabinet, Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi is due to
arrive
here on Monday, am dst hopes that his visit will open a new chapter
in
bilateral relations.

Dat uk Seri Abdul l ah will nmake his first official visit as
Mal aysi a' s
Prinme Mnister to Singapore as part of a tour of Southeast Asian
nati ons.

The Prime Mnister's one-day visit tothe city-state is part of
t he
| ong-hel d tradition of new Asean | eaders.

Yest erday, Abdul | ah hel d di scussions with I ndonesi an Presi dent
Megawat i
Sukarnoputri, as part of his first official visit to Indonesia as
Prine
M ni ster.

Mal aysi a and Si ngapore have had a testy rel ati onship ever since
t he
republic left the Mal aysi an federationin 1965 with ties strai ned by
a
nunmber of unresol ved i ssues, sone dating back to the British
col oni al
peri od.

They are locked in a | egal battle over |and recl amati on works
bei ng
carried out by Singapore in waters bordering Mal aysia and the matter
IS now
before th I nternational Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.

O her sources of tension include the price of water Ml aysia
suppl i es
to Si ngapore, a prospective bridge Iinking the countries, the use of
Mal aysi an ai rspace by Singapore mlitary aircraft and ownership of a
rocky
islet.

Si ngapore Foreign Mnister S Jayakumar early this week call ed
for an
end to the | ong-standi ng acri nony that has plagued relations with
Mal aysi a
as the republic laid the groundwork for Datuk Seri Abdullah's visit.

He told parlianent it was tine to open a new chapter between the
two
nations, stressing warner ties would be of nutual benefit.

"I think the challenge for both sides inthe newerais to | ook



for
ways of starting a newchapter in bilateral relations," he said.
There are already signs of a warmng in relations.
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah' s Si ngapore counterpart Goh Chok Tong and
hi s
Cabi net M nisters are due to attend Mal aysia' s National Chinese New
Year
Open House in Johor Baharu on Jan 24.
Anal ysts said a neeting in Johor Baharu woul d be significant
si nce nmany
of the di sputes between Si ngapore and Mal aysi a i nvol ved t he sout hern
state
of Johor, which wants to becone a regi onal transport hub
Hopes of better ties increased after Datuk Seri Abdul | ah met Goh
on the
sidelines of aregional neeting in Tokyo |ate last year. It was the
first
time the pair had net since Datuk Seri Abdullah took over the
st ewar dshi p
fromTun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on COct 31 | ast year
"I amcertain that both Prine Mnister Goh and Prine M nister
Abdul | ah
Badawi will discuss issues in the sane positive and forward-1 ooki ng
manner
as intheir first neeting in Tokyo," Jayakumar sai d ahead of the
Mal aysi an
Prime Mnister's visit.
No agenda had been set for the neeting between the two Prine
M ni sters
but Si ngapore was open to any i ssues and proposal s the Mal aysi an
Prine
M ni ster woul d want to raise during his visit, Jayakumar sai d.
Speculation is also rife that the proposed bridge to replace the
Johor
Causeway will likely be di scussed during the four-eyed neeting
bet ween t he
two | eaders.
"I think we need to repl ace the Causeway because we nust all ow
t he
water to flowthrough and that is very inportant, and this is also
sonet hi ng we have to tal k together," Datuk Seri Abdul | ah sai d ahead
of his
visit to Singapore.
In an intervieww th Channel News Asia aired | ast night, the
Mal aysi an
Prime Mnister also said he preferred to resol ve the Ml aysi a-
Si ngapor e
wat er di spute through bilateral tal ks instead of arbitration
"I amsure we have a chance to solve, there nust be a way out.
cannot
imagine it is inpossible to find any ki nd of ami cabl e solution," he
sai d.



"We can talk, let's sit down and talk, | think we can handle it,
| am

sure there are ways...|l amtrying to find when can we begin, when
can we
resune, " he said.

Si ngapore's Deputy Prine Mnister Lee Hsien Loong, who is likely
to
succeed Goh this year, has expressed optim smthat ties with
Mal aysi a woul d
i mprove under Datuk Seri Abdul | ah.
Lee, in an intervieww th Chinese daily Lianhe Ziaobao in
Novenber,
| ast year, said that there woul d be "no once-and-for-all" sol utions
to the
probl ems t hat have strained ties but believed the two countries nust
still
wor k toget her despite their differences.
"I think we will continue to work towards resol vi ng our
probl ems. There
is no once-and-for-all solution," Lee added.
Wil e here, Datuk Seri Abdullah will also call on President
S. R Nat han
and Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew.
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