05 MAR 2004
El ecti on- Dat es
PCLLI NG DAY ON MARCH 21

PUTRAJAYA, March 5 (Bernama) -- Mal aysians will go to the polls
in the
11t h general el ection on March 21, the El ecti on Commi ssi on (EC)
announced
t oday.

The EC al so fixed March 13 for nom nati on of candi dates
contesting the
219 parlianentary seats and 505 state seats, except in Sarawak.

Sarawak held its state election in 2001 and the termof the
state
governnent will only expire in 2006.

EC chai rman Tan Sri Abdul Rashi d Abdul Rahnan told a nedia
conf erence
telecast Iive over television fromthe EC headquarters here that the
el ection wits would be i ssued tonorrow whil e the notices woul d be
i ssued
the followi ng day.

The 10th parlianent was officially dissolved yesterday, nine
nmont hs
prior to the expiry of its five-year termto pave way for the 11th
genera
el ection.

Abdul Rashid said that 27 political parties registrered with the
EC
woul d be contesting in the general election.

Al'l the state | egislatures except Sarawak have al so officially
been
di ssolved to allow for the state el ections to be conducted
si mul t aneousl y
wi th the general election.

The 2003 naster electoral roll with 10.3 mllion registered
voters
gazetted | ast Wednesday wi |l be used in the general el ection. The
el ectora
roll was verified as up to Dec 31 | ast year

The el ectoral roll contains an additional of 600, 000 voters
conpar ed
with the total nunber of voters in the | ast general election in
1999.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi, who is Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) chairman, is seeking a fresh mandate after taking over
t he
prem ership fromTun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Oct 31 | ast year

In the 1999 general election, the BN won 148 of the 193
parlianentary
seats it contested but the nunber of seats increased to 152



follow ng the
nove by the Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) to rejoin the BNin January
2002 and
the BNwin in the Pendang by-election in July the sanme year.

The BN won 281 of the 394 state seats it contested but the
ruling
coalition lost the Lunas state seat to Keadilan in a by-election in
Novenber 2000.

As at the dissolution of parlianent yesterday, the BN has 152
parliamentary seats and 280 state seats.

The nmai n opposition party, PAS has 26 parlianentary seats and 98
state
seats, the DAP 10 parlianmentary seats and 11 state seats and
Keadil an five
parliamentary seats and five state seats.

Fol | owi ng the redelineation of the electoral boundaries
conduct ed by
the EC | ast year and the creation of the new Putrajaya parlianentary
constituency, there is nowan additional of 26 parlianmentary seats.

The redel i neation exerci se al so created 63 new state seats,

bringing
the total to 505.
- - BERNAMA

N MAM MFJ RM



	POLLING DAY ON MARCH 21(Bernama 05/03/2004)

