05 MAR 2004
El ecti on- Dat es (UPDATE 1)
POLLI NG DAY ON MARCH 21

PUTRAJAYA, March 5 (Bernama) -- Sone 10.3 million Ml aysi ans who
are
eligible to vote will gotothe polls in the country's 11th general
el ection on March 21, the El ecti on Comm ssion (EC) announced t oday.

EC chai rman Tan Sri Abdul Rashi d Abdul Rahnman said t hat
nom nati on day
in the general el ection had been fixed for March 13.

At stake in the election are 219 parlianmentary seats and 505
state
seats in all the states except Sarawak which held its state el ection
in
2001 and the termof the state governnent will only expire in 2006.

Abdul Rashi d's announcenent at a nedia conference held at the EC
headquarters here at 11.35 amwas tel ecast |ive over RTMand TV3.

According to Abdul Rashid, the election wits would be issued
t onor r ow
whil e the notices woul d be issued the fol | owi ng day.

The 10th parlianent was officially dissolved yesterday, nine
nmont hs
earlier than the expiry of its five-year termto pave way for the
gener al
el ection.

Abdul Rashid said that 27 political parties registrered with the
EC
woul d be contesting in the general election.

Al'l the states except Sarawak have al so officially dissol ved
their
respective state legislatures to allowfor the state elections to be
conduct ed sirmul taneously in the general election.

The 2003 master electoral roll with 10,284,591 voters gazetted
| ast
Wednesday will be used in the general election. The electoral roll
was
verified as up to Dec 31 | ast year.

It contained the nanes of 200, 712 postal voters.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi, who is Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) chairman, is seeking a fresh nandate after taking over
t he
prem ership fromTun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Oct 31 | ast year.

Abdul Rashid said that 219 nom nati on centres woul d be opened
nati onwi de from9 amto 10 amon March 13. The objection periodis
from 10
amand 11 am

He said that sone 6,000 schools would serve as polling centres
wher e
voters could cast their votes from8 amto 5 pm



The EC chairman said that several factors had been taken into
account
in deciding the canpai gn period |ike the prepardness of the EC
itself in
conducting the el ection, the capacity of the security forces in
ensuring
public order and the need for the el ected governnent to function as
soon as
possi ble in the country.

"The period of uncertainty shoul d not be prol onged and the EC
felt
responsi bl e in ensuring that this does not occur," he said.

Asked to comment on clains that the canpai gn period was too
short, he
said that the people al ready had a good know edge of the politica
parties
inthe country and regarded the period allotted as adequat e.

In fact, he said, over the past four years, permts had been
i ssued for
11,692 'ceranmah' or political party activities.

To a question, he said nobody woul d be disqualified on
technicalities.

Any di squalification, he said, would probably cone prior to the
submi ssion of their nom nation fornms due to the qualification of
woul d- be
candi dat es.

Abdul Rashid said the bul k of the el ection results could be
expect ed at
around 10 pm

He al so estimated a voter turnout of between 80 and 90 per cent
based
on t he conduci ve environment in the country and the fact that the

peopl e
were "al ready i npatient to discharge their responsibility".

The EC had tried its best to "clean up" the electoral roll, he
sai d.

Abdul Rashi d sai d that i ndependent candi dates coul d pi ck synbol s
from
the I'ist of 20 to be provided by the EC for subnitting their
nomi nat i on
papers.

On security aspects, he said that the El ection Canpai gn
Enf or cement
Teamwoul d ensur e t hat t he canpai gn peri od proceed w t hout incidents
and in
t he event of any di sturbance, the police would assist in ensuring
public
or der.

"Any breach in security not related to the conduct of the
election will
cone under the jurisdiction of the police," he said.

Abdul Rashid said that the EC hoped for the full cooperation of



t he
political parties and their supporters.
"l know there are people who want to see trouble. W shoul d be
able to
conduct the election snoothly if the political parties and their
supporters
extend their cooperation by not contravening the | aw.
"Let's allowthe voters to make their own decision in a calm
at nosphere
for the future of the nation," he said.
The EC chairman also said that it had only taken into account
t he
interest of the nation in deciding the el ection dates and the
Formula 1
event in Sepang fromMarch 19 to 21 was not a factor agai nst hol di ng
t he
polls on the fixed date.
In the 1999 general election, the BN won 148 of the 193
parlianentary
seats it contested but the nunber of seats increased to 152
follow ng the
nove by the Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) to rejoin the BNin January
2002 and
the BNwin in the Pendang by-election in July the sanme year.
The BN won 281 of the 394 state seats it contested but the
ruling
coalition | ost the Lunas state seat to Keadilan in a by-electionin
Novemnber 2000.
As at the dissolution of parlianent yesterday, the BN held 152
parliamentary seats and 280 state seats.
The mai n opposition party, PAS, held 26 parlianentary seats and
98
state seats, the DAP held 10 parlianmentary seats and 11 state seats
and
Keadi | an hel d five parlianmentary seats and five state seats.
Fol | owi ng the redelineation of the el ectoral boundaries
conduct ed by
the EC | ast year and the creation of the new Putrajaya parliamentary
constituency, there is nowan additional of 26 parlianentary seats.
The redel i neati on exerci se al so created 63 new state seats,

bringing
the total to 505.
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