11 JUN 2004
Naji b-Kit Siang
PRI VE M NI STER BEI NG A MUSLIM IS A NON-1 SSUE- NAJI B

PUTRAJAYA, June 11 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said
t oday
the Prine Mnister of Mal aysia being a Muslimis a non-issue as the
majority party in Parlianment is Umo and hence t he head of
government is
chosen fromthat party.

Thi s had al ways been the practice and the peopl e had accepted
this and
there was no reason for DAP Chairman LimKit Siang to raise this
i ssue now,
the Deputy Prime M nister said

"l do not know as to what is Kit Siang's aimin raising this
matter as
for Malaysians it is a non-issue and there is no dispute about it,
he
added.

Naji b said indeed there was no provision in the Federa
Constitution
sayi ng that the head of the Federal Governnent should be a Muslim

"But by convention it is such. If things are working well, why
shoul d
we bring it up as an issue,
With
visiting Australian Foreign M nister Al exander Downer at his office
here.

Naji b said this when asked to conment on the recent speech in
Parlianent by Lim who is al so Opposition Leader, in which he
guest i oned
former Prine Mnsiter Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad' s decl arati on of
Mal aysi a as
an Islamc State and the practi se of the head of the Federal
Gover nnment
bei ng appoi nted fromanmong Muslins.

On his talks with Downer, Najib said Australia felt that nore
efforts
shoul d be nade to encourage Australian industrialists to invest in
Mal aysi a.

He said Downer al so raised the possibility of his country and
Mal aysi a
signing a free trade agreenent (FTA) for their nutual benefit.

Najib said this matter was being studied by the Mnistry of
I nternational Trade and I ndustry.

"I believe that after the study it will be tabled at the Cabi net
nmeeting," he added.

- - BERNAMA

MAM MAM AAM

said Najib to reporters after tal ks






	PRIME MINISTER BEING A MUSLIM IS A NON-ISSUE- NAJIB (Bernama 11/06/2004)

