12 JUL 2004
Abdul | ah- Devel oper
PROVI DE QUALI TY HOUSI NG PM TELLS DEVELOPERS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 12 (Bernama) -- Prinme M nister Datuk Ser
Abdul I ah
Ahmad Badawi sai d toni ght housi ng devel opers shoul d exam ne their
housi ng
phi | osophy and try to deliver quality housing for quality living at
af fordabl e pri ces.

He sai d devel opers needed to upgrade their thinking on howto
pl an,
design and build townshi p and hone.

"As Mal aysia gets nore devel oped and its people nore affl uent
and
di scerning, quality living shoul d be paranount objective of township
or
housi ng estate.

"As housi ng devel opers, you shoul d not think of your work as
nerely
bui | di ng houses for the sake of providing basic needs and shelter
for the
people," he said during a tribute dinner for forner Prinme M nister
Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad or gani sed by Real Estate Housing Devel oper
Associ ati on
(REHDA) here.

He said the concept of quality Iiving nmeans that devel opers of
housi ng
estate and township nust strive to provi de adequate anenities and
econom ¢
opportunity to the house buyers to |ive confortably.

He sai d devel opnent nust be designed in such a way as to pronote
i nteraction between residents so that they mght livein atrue
spirit of a
mul ti-cultural Ml aysia.

The Prime M nister said edequate attention must also be paidto
t he
housi ng needs of speci al groups such as t he di sabl ed, single nothers
and
the | ower income groups.

"These i ncl ude easy and affordabl e access to transportation,
school s,
and hospitals,"” he said.

Besi de this, Abdullah said devel opers had to al so t hi nk of ways
to
ensure that the security and safety needs of the residents were net.

El aborating further, he said the quality housing neanwhi | e neans
t hat
devel opers have to pay nore attention to the actual building quality



of
their houses.

"Thi s i nclude mai ntai nance of the buildings after they are
built," he
sai d.

Abdul | ah sai d he believed that the private sectors had to play a
mor e
active and responsible role to further inprove the current system of
del i very of houses.

"l must rem nd devel opers and all parties involved in the
delivery
process that they are put in business by house buyers. Devel opers
must not
take themfor granted and shoul d not betray the trust of house
buyers," he
sai d.

Abdul | ah al so advi sed devel opers to undertake proper narket
research
st udi es and exerci se due del i gence before they | aunched their
projects in
order to mnimze the risk of unsold inventory that would eventual |y
add to
the property over supply in the narket.

Earlier, Abdullah in a tribute to Tun Dr Mahathir | eadership
said, it
was befitting for the industry to give special recognition to Tun Dr
Mahat hir for his efforts in transform ng Mal aysia into a nodern and
progressive nation.

He added Mal aysi a had achi eved trenmendous progress and
devel opment
during Dr Mahathir tenure as Prine Mnister

Abdul | ah al so | aunched REHDA I nstitute which is the
intellectual,
research and devel opnent and traini ng armof REHDA
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