14 JAN 2004
Abdul | ah-Dr Mahat hir
REALI SE DR MVAHATHHR S WSH TOW N BI G| N POLLS, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 14 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah
Ahmad Badawi tonight called on Bari san Nasi onal (BN) conponent party
| eaders to fulfil Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's New Year dreamto
deliver a
resoundi ng victory for theruling coalition in the com ng genera
el ection.

Abdul I ah, who is al so BN Chairman, said it was one way of saying
Thank
You to the fornmer Prine Mnister for his 22 years of dynanic
| eader shi p.

"I still remenber a quote in the newspapers when Dr Mahathir was
asked
what is your New Year (2004) wish for this year, he said | w sh
Bari san
Nasional will win in the next general election.

"His wi sh nust be our effort to achieve victory. H s wi sh nust
be our
hard work and effective work. Qur effort will only succeed if it is
a total
effort of all of us," he said when speaking at a "Jasanu D kenang"
prem er
di nner i n honour of Dr Mahathir organi sed by the BN in appreciation
of his
i mrense contributions to the country and peopl e.

To energe victorious in the general election, Abdullah said
ever ybody
must give their total commtment w thout anyone sl eepi ng or excusing
hi nsel f fromgiving his best.

Present were Dr Mahathir, his wife, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Al i,
Deput y
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, |eaders of 14 BN
conponent party
| eaders and nenbers.

Abdul | ah said there was no other way to remenber the
contributions of a
great | eader |ike Dr Mahathir than pursuing his struggles till his
vi sion
becones a reality.

"But we can only achieve it if we all continue to be united,
cooperate
and work together. W nust cooperate and work closely, this is what
is
expected by our great |eader.

"Al t hough he is no | onger the BN Chairnman today, for us in the
BN, he



is still our |eader," he said.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahat hir had nade every Mal aysi an feel proud of
t he
successes attai ned by the country under his | eadership.

"When peopl e ask what is Dr Mahathir's | egacy that is so
significant to
nme, | say Dr Mahathir has given ne self-pride not nerely in
inheriting his
position as Prime M nister, but as a Mal aysi an because our country
has
devel oped, we are a successful race because of country is safe and
pr osperous and because our country i s known worl dw de.

"I ama Mal aysian proud with all these successes,” he said.

Abdul | ah sai d many | eaders wi shed to enul ate the | eadership of
Dr
Mahat hir, the Father of Modern Mal aysia, but "your | eadership style
i s not
easily enul ated. "

He said Dr Mahathir provi ded exenpl ary | eadershi p and al ways
gave
priority to the people and party.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir's | eadership can be seen fromthe BN s
domi nance during his 22-year administration

He said the BN Governnent nmade vast contributions to devel op the
country.

Earlier, Abdullah acconpanied Dr Mahathir to unveil a portrait
of Dr
Mahat hi r and Abdul | ah t oget her at the | obby of the fourth fl oor of
Putra
Wrld Trade Centre.

The portrait, drawn by local artist Ismail Enmbong, showed Dr
Mahat hi r
rai sing Abdul | ah' s hand agai nst t he backdrop of BN and Umo | ogos as
a
synbol of his successor.

Abdul | ah al so acconpani ed Dr Mahathir to unveil another portrait
of Dr
Mahat hir and Dr Siti Hasmah toget her
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