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Mahat hi r - Sci ence
REMOVE CONFUSI ON ON SClI ENCE, DR MAHATHI R TELLS MJUSLI M5

PENANG, Aug 4 (Bernamm) -- Former prine mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today call ed on Muslins to renobve any confusi on on sci ence
as it
now plays a major role in human life.

He said the confusion or belief that science woul d erode one's
bel i ef
inreligionwuld cause Miuslins who adhered strictly to the religion
to
rej ect science.

Al t hough sci ence today played a magjor role in human life, it
woul d turn
to be a problemto Muslinms if there were apprehensions that it could
er ode
or destroy their faith in the religion.

"Therefore, we should not be concerned that |earning science
will erode
our belief inreligion. In fact, we are carrying out one of the
far dhu
ki fayahs (obligations) by | earning science," he said at the 33rd
Uni versi ti
Sai ns Mal aysia (USM Convocation cerenony, here, where he received
an
Honorary Doctorate in Science fromRaja Pernai suri Agong Tuanku
Fauzi ah
Tengku Abdul Rashid, who i s USM Chancel or.

Al so present were Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas,
Chi ef
M ni ster Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, USM Pro- Chancel or Tan Sri Dr Lin
See- Yan,

USM Vi ce Chancel or Prof Datuk Dzul ki fli Abdul Razak and Dr
Mahathir's wfe,
Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

Dr Mahathir said, as one who was trained in the nedical field
and
confronted science chall enges in various aspects of life, he had to
make
clarifications especially on what was sci ence knowl edge and its
i npl i cations whi ch needed to be expl ai ned.

He said if Muslinms rejected science, it would lead to certain
i mplications and coul d nmeke themconti nue to be weak.

"I have to make this clarification as there are good students
who
reject science saying it will not bring All ah's rewards and i s not
beneficial ," he said.

He said such views were wong as the know edge of science could
strengthen the belief and would contribute to prosperity and



happi ness in
the life of Muslinms and Musli mcountries.

"There were many ki nds of know edge whi ch Musli macadem ci ans
had good
conmand of and that were pioneered as well as expanded, but no
| onger
studi ed and exploited by Mislins," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this happened as in the past, sone |Islanic
schol ars
had t hought and propagated the i nterpretati on and teaching t hat
rej ected
know edge ot her than the Islan ¢ know edge frombeing | earnt.

He said as a result, Mislinms were not able to devel op and
advance
unl i ke Muslins before the interpretati on which rejected education
whi ch was
not on Islam

He al so said the governnent had decided to rai se the command of
sci ence
and mat hematics as the country was | agging far behind in both fields
and
t hat deci sion was i ntended to devel op the nation and the religion so
t hat
the country was not oppressed.

He said to | earn and advance in the two fields of know edge, the
gover nment had opted English without negl ecting Bahasa Ml aysi a.
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