01 MAR 2004
Abdul | ah- Responsi bilities
RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES AS PM | S TREMENDOUSLY HEAVY, SAYS ABDULLAH

ALOR STAR, March 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi
said
today i nheriting a successful |eadership has made hi s
responsibilities as
Prime Mnister trenmendously heavy as he has to ensure that al
deci si ons
made are correct.
"l have been given a trenendous task, it's not easy to carry
out," he
said at a neeting with state and federal government officers, here.
Abdul | ah, who becane Prinme Mnister on Oct 31, |ast year
foll owi ng Tun
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's retirenment, said that upon assum ng t he post
he
realised howdifficult it was to nmake deci si ons because any error in
j udgenent woul d cause sufferings to the people.
"Before beconming Prime Mnister, | did not really feel it
al t hough |
was working closely with Dr mahathir. Now, even for the npst
difficult
matter, | have to decide nyself, there's no one el se, only ne.
"It's certainly lonely at the top," he said.
Abdul | ah said he realised that the responsibilities placed on
hi m as
wel | as the people' s expectation were great because Dr Mahat hir had
perfornmed extrenely well in bringing Mal aysi a t owards achi eving a
devel oped
nation's status.
In jest, he said: "Wien | took over, sone peopl e had expressed
doubt s
and sonme had commented "Dr Mahathir's shoes are very big, can you
wear
then?' and | nerely replied "I don't know how bi g his shoes are, but
| have
ny (own) shoes'."
At a press conference | ater, when asked whet her he coul d
convi nce the
peopl e in inplementing national programes within the four nonths
si nce
assuming the preniership, he said had had a tinme frame to do it.
"I"mnot the only one doing it, everybody is doing it, the rest
are
hel pi ng," he said.
He believed that all the governnent nmachi nery and Bari san
Nasi onal were
together with himin ensuring that all devel opnent for the people



coul d be
i npl enented effectively.

"I know there are sone political witers who say | amal one,
they are
not very sure whether the party is with me or not...| believe the
party is
with me," he said.

Thi s had been proven when the phil osophy adopted, that is, "work
with
me and not for ne' had been well received at all |evels including
Umo and
BN | eaders.

"Every day | read the newspapers to see what i s being said by
Umo and
BN | eaders, there are signs indicating that we all understand the
strat egy
and the objectives to be achi eved," he added.
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