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SCHOLAR HAI LS MAHATHI R FOR DEMOLI SHI NG WEST' S NOTI ON OF SUPERI ORI TY

DUBAI, July 3 (Bernamm) -- A prom nent Danmascus University schol ar has
hail ed Malaysia's former Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad for
denol i shi ng European notions of superiority.

Descri bing Mahathir as "an unusual politician,” Dr Marwan Al Kabal an
said "one cannot but admre his willpower he has got as a | eader who set an
exanple for the rest of the Muslimworld."

"His skills can only be conpared to that of Konrad Adenauer, GCGernmany's
first post-war Chancellor, who lifted his country up fromthe aches of
absol ute destruction and enbarked on noderni sation and industrialisation,"”
said the academician in a weekend colum witten for Dubai's GQulf News
daily.

The article, titled "Mahathir's nodel is the response to western
i deas, " argues that by nodernising Malaysia the former Prime Mnister
underm ned "two of the nost authoritative western theories that have been
trying for so long to explain the slow process of nodernisation in the
Musl i mworld: culture determ nismand the capitalist devel opnent nodel."

Al Kabal an wote that western academ a borrowed nost of its assunptions
against Muslinms fromthe 19th century French historian and phil osopher
Ernest Renan's racist social theories that propagated European cultura
superiority.

He wote that the French phil osopher believed the "Orient" suffered
froman "iron circle in which the believer's head is encl osed, making him
absolutely closed to science, and incapable of opening hinmself to anything
new. "

"In less than a quarter century of hard work, Mhathir had underm ned
nost of these ideas, relegating themto the dustbin of history. The
Mal aysi an | eader has proved beyond doubt that the Muslimmnd is not closed
by an iron circle and that it is open to science and new i deas and capabl e
of producing state-of-the-art technology,” A Kabal an said.

Looki ng at Mal aysi a' s noderni sati on, the Damascus acadenic said
Mahat hir succeeded in transformng "a traditional collectivist society,
with low |l evel s of social nobility, sinple specialisation and division of
| abour into a nodern society, highly universalistic, with a high degree of
social mobility, and high division of |abour and specialisation.™

He said this was achi eved w thout sacrificing the religious and
cultural identity of the country.

"Al as, instead of supporting Mal aysia and pronoting its nodel, the west
decl ared war on Mahathir and tried to circunscribe his philosophy,” A
Kabal an sai d.

Mahat hir visited Syria last nonth to deliver a paper on "the Ml aysi an
Model in Investnent and Econom c Devel opnent” at the invitation of Damascus
Uni versity.
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