07 JAN 2004
Abdul | ah- Muhyi ddi n
SENI OR M NI STER SHOULD HELM AGRI CULTURE M NI STRY - ABDULLAH

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- The appoi ntnent of a senior
mnister to
head t he Agriculture Mnistry bears testinony to the governnent's
firm
commitment to ensure the agriculture sector played a bigger rolein
mai nstreamdevel opnent, Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi
sai d today.

He said the mnistry woul d assune a | ead rol e in devel opi ng and
noder ni si ng the agricultural sector besides being responsible to
encour age
and pronote progranmes |inked to agro-based smal | - and medi um scal e
i ndustries.

"This neans efforts to comercialise agricultural products will
be done
in a big way because we want to ensure the agriculture sector has
new
sources and grow h areas, especially to increase sources of incone
for
farmers and provi di ng new sources of wealth for them

"As such, | think it is a good idea to give the Agriculture
M nistry to
a senior mnister,"” he told a nedia conference to announce a cabi net
reshuffle.’

Abdul | ah announced t he appoi nt nent of Donestic Trade and
Consuner
Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Miuhyi ddi n Yassin as Agriculture M nister at
t he
nmedi a conf erence.

At the nedia conference, Abdull ah al so announced a cabi net
reshuffle
involving three ministries -- Finance, Agriculture and Donestic
Trade and
Consuner Affairs -- and the appoi ntment of a Special Functions
M nister in
the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

Second Fi nance M nister Datuk Dr Janaludin Jarjis will take over
Muhyi ddin's portfolio as Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs
M nister while
Agriculture M nister Datuk Dr Mohd Ef fendi Norwawi was named Speci al
Functions Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment.

On the job specifications of the Special Functions M nister
Abdul I ah
sai d he woul d discuss further with Dr Effendi

"About the duties of the Special Functions Mnister, | wll
di scuss



further with Datuk Dr Effendi Norwawi , especially with regard to the
many

special projects that are to be carried out which need to be given
attentioninits inplenmentation and coordi nation,” he said.

The post of Special Functions Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's
Departnent was | ast held by former Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohanad
bet ween June 5, 2001 and Oct 31, 2003.

Prior to that, fornmer Finance M ni ster Tun Dai mZai nuddi n served
in the
post fromDec 14, 1999 to June 1, 2001.
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