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RAFI DAH- BOOK

SHOW OF STRENGTH, MATURI TY OF DR M I N HANDI NG OVER OF PONER, SAYS
RAFI DAH

KUALA LUWPUR, Jan 9 (Bernamm) -- The strength and maturity of a
| eader
is seeninhis ability to hand over power at the appropriate tine,
M ni ster
of I nternational Trade and Industry Datuk Seri Rafidah Azi z sai d.
She said the timng and grace with which Tun Dr Mahat hir handed
over
the reins of the country to (Prime Mnister) Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahnad
Badawi spoke vol unes of the forner as a statesman.
"The handi ng over whi ch was done wi th such deliberation and
preci si on,
isindicative of Dr Mahathir's focus on national rather than
per sona
i nterests,
Bat on:
From Mahat hir to Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi - A Model for Effective
Leader ship
Successi on here today.
Her speech was read by Parlianmentary Secretary to the Mnistry

she sai d when | aunchi ng a book entitled "Passing the

of
I nternational Trade and I ndustry, Datuk Ir Ho Cheong Sing.

The book was written by Datuk Dr Ismail Noor, a managenent
consul tant,
aut hor and public speaker.

Raf i dah sai d t hroughout his career, Dr Mahathir worked with the
interest of the nation at heart guided by his vision of having
Mal aysi a
shine and to instill in all of us the | ove of nation.

"Havi ng wi t nessed the manner in which the baton was firmy
passed into
t he hands of (Datuk Seri) Abdullah, we have full confidence that he
will be
doing his utnost to run the good race and al so with nati ona
interests at
heart, she said.

"Havi ng been in governnment for a good part of his Iife, Abdullah
under st ands t he val ue of deliberate and enli ghtened responses. This
is
clearly seen in the timng of the appoi ntment of his deputy and t he
m nor
reshuffl e of the Cabinet," she added.

Raf i dah said the snooth transition this country wi tnessed on Cct
31,

2003 was in large part of a cormendation to the way Bari san Nasi ona



managed t he country.
"Throughout all the challenges that conponent parties faced
t hr oughout
the years, we have al ways put national interest before party and
sel f
interests. It is because our commtnent to the nation that we
continue to
wi n the confidence of the el ectorate," she said.
The author, Isnmail who served in the Mal aysi an administrative

and
di pl omatic service for sone years before resigning to set up his own
managenment consultancy firm said that the book "Passing the Baton”
was
about two persons who are national | eaders of international stature.
"More inportantly, it is about the nodus operandi for |eadership
succession. | viewit, the nmode for transition exacted by Dr
Mahathir, in
what | refer to as a seven-step process, traced fromthe sel ection
and
announcenent of a candi date for succesion right up to the tine, when
he
passed t he baton on Cct 31, 2003, as prom sed," he said.
Ismail said his contention was that the i ssue of | eadership
successi on
was surely one of the nost overl ooked priorities in nodern political
and
societal history. be it at international, regional or |ocal |evels.
Only 1,000 copi es of the book, a special edition, were printed
and each
costs RMLOO. -- BERNAMA
TNS KTC
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