05 JAN 2004
S' pore- Mal aysi a
S' PORE LOCKS FORWARD TOM SIAN PM S VISIT

SI NGAPORE, Jan 5 (Bernama) -- Singapore says it |ooks forward to
Mal aysi an Prine M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ‘s visit to
t he
republic on Jan 12.
"W will welcone his ideas and approach on how we can put the
past
behi nd us and nove the bilateral relationship forward," Foreign
Affairs
M nister Prof S. Jayakumar said in Parlianment today.
This will be Abdullah's first tripto the city state since
t aki ng over
the hel mfromTun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Cct 31 | ast year.
The Mal aysian prenmier will also call on Singapore President S.R
Nat han
and Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew. He i s al so scheduled to visit
ot her Asean
countries such as I ndonesi a and Thail and t hi s nont h.
In response to questions frommenbers of parlianent on
Mal aysi a- Si ngapore ties, Jayakumar described its bilateral ties with
Mal aysia as nultifaceted "and go beyond any singl e bil ateral
subj ect,
whet her bridge or other difficult issues that arose under Prine
M ni ster
Mahat hir. "
Jayakumar sai d both Mal aysi a and Si ngapore shared extensive
hi stori c,
economni c, trade and peopl e-to- peopl e |i nks.
"And both sides need to build on these |inks, and as you have
r ead
about their meeting in Tokyo, both Prinme M nister Goh and Prine
M ni ster
Badawi have stressed the i nportance of keeping bilateral relations
good, "
he not ed.
He said the challenge for both sides in the newera would be to
| ook
for ways of starting a newchapter in bilateral relations, "where we
can
press on with bilateral cooperation, work together for the interests
of
Asean, and to do all this w thout being saddl ed by t he deadl ocked
i ssues of
the old era."
"Yes, there are issues fromthe old era which have to be
addr essed, but
we have to find a way of addressing themin a way that we do not



reopen the
acri noni ous pat hs which we have travelled in previous years,
t he
mni ster.

Ti es between t he nei ghbours have been prickly due to disputes
over
i ssues such as the price at which Mal aysia sells water to the
republic, a
proposed new bridge Iinking the two countries and Si ngapore
aircraft's use
of Mal aysi an airspace.

Declining to specul ate on the issues to be discussed by the two
| eaders
next Monday, Jayakumar said: "W will of course be willing to
di scuss
i ssues that Prime M nister Abdul |l ah Badawi may wi sh to rai se and
listen to
any proposal s that he may have."

"I think the broader point is that Singapore wants good
relations with
Mal aysia. And | amcertain that both Prine Mnister Goh and Prine
M ni ster
Abdul | ah Badawi wi || discuss issues in the sane positive and
forward-1ooking manner as in their first neeting in Tokyo," said the
m ni ster.

Jayakumar sai d he believed both sides could continue to | ook for
ways
to cooperate for nutual benefit.

Mal aysi an Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar was
guot ed as
sayi ng i n Johor Baharu yesterday that no agenda had been set for the
nmeeting with Goh

"There will be no restriction on issues. The only restriction
is,
perhaps, the tine since it is only a one-day visit," Syed Ham d
sai d.
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