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SVART PARTNERSHI P DI ALOGUES HAVE HELPED | N LEARNI NG PROCESS

By Uni Hani Sharani & Rosyatimah Tukinin

LANGKAW , Aug 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Dr Mhaela Y. Snmith, chief
executive
of the Comonweal t h Partnership for Technol ogy Managenment (CPTM,
says t hat
the Smart Partnershi p D al ogues have achi eved t heir purpose of
enabl i ng
participating countries to |l earn fromone anot her

For instance, she said the smooth transition of power in
Mal aysi a had
been seen as anong the many success stories of this country that
coul d be
adopt ed by ot her devel oping nations in the smart partnership
novenent .

O her exanpl es of where smart partnershi p had worked were the
adoption
of Mal aysia's Vision 2020 by Lesotho and the i npl enentation of |ong-
term
devel opnent pl ans by Uganda.

"What occurred here (in Ml aysia), especially the transition of
power
from(Tun) Dr Mahathir Mhamad to (Datuk Seri) Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi , will
be enul ated by other smart partners such as Mbzanbi que and
Nami bi a," said
Dr Smith during a break followi ng the post-nortemneeting of the
d oba
2004 Langkawi International Dial ogue (LI D) today.

Dr Mahat hir said he had | earnt about the snmooth power transition
when
former Botswanan president Sir Ketum |l e Masire stepped down and
handed
power over to his successor

Dr Smith said | eaders of those countries would be | eaving office
by the
end of this year and there had been indications that they woul d
foll ow
Mal aysi a's footsteps as "they have seen the good side of it."

She said the snooth transition had al so benefited the smart
partnership
novenment as it hel ped in the snooth running of the event.

"It is not easy for anyone newto | earn about the nmovenent
within a
short span of time but the trust he (Abdull ah) had on the organisers
brought about a certain kind of val ue anong the smart partners," she
sai d.

She said the CPTM and Mal aysi an | ndustry- CGovernment G oup for



Hi gh
Technol ogy (M GHT), the co-organi sers of the LID, had succeeded in
bri dgi ng
t he gap between the forner prinme mnister and his successor

"The continuity denonstrated by Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah was
i mport ant
for the nmovenent.

She said that CPTMand M GHT were pl eased that the purpose of
t he
di al ogue had been handl ed very well.

Dr Smith also said that Abdullah's "of f-the-cuff" speech at the
cl osi ng
di nner I ast ni ght showed the prime nminister's appreciation for al
t he
support given by those around him

Abdul | ah had pl edged that he woul d continue to be part of the
smart
partnershi p novemrent and hoped to nmeet other smart partners at the
Sout hern
African I nternational D al ogue in Lesot ho next year
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