07 JAN 2004
DPM Reacti on (St ates)
STATE LEADERS VWELCOVE NAJI B' S APPPO NTMENT AS DPM

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernamma) -- Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Adnan
Yaakob i n wel coni ng the appoi ntnent of Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak as
Deput y
Prime M nister said the appoi nt ment could not have conme at a nore
opportune
time.

He said the el evation of Najib, whose honestate is Pahang, to
t he
country's second top political post would strengthen the state
Bari san
Nasional as it prepared to face the next general el ection

"Pahang is confident that Datuk Seri Najib will ably help the
Prime
M ni ster in the conduct of both donmestic and foreign affairs,"” Datuk
Seri
Adnan sai d.

"W are i ndeed overjoyed to see soneone from Pahang bei ng
appoi nted the
Deputy Prime Mnister," he said after chairing the State Executive
Counci
nmeeting i n Kuantan today.

The Prine M nister, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi , today
announced
t he appoi ntnent of Najib as Deputy Prine Mnister after the Cabi net
nmeeti ng
in Putrajaya. Najib, 50, who is the Menber of Parlianent for Pekan
in
Pahang, retains his Defence Portfolio.

The Menteri Besar was confident that all Umo nmenbers woul d
support the
new Deputy Prine M nister and avoi d any specul ation that coul d
j eopar di se
Umo's strength.

I n JOHOR BAHARU, Johor Menteri Besar Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hman
said
Naj i b' s appoi ntnent as Deputy Prine M nister would further
strengthen the
gover nnent machi nery for the wel |l bei ng of the peopl e.

Abdul Chani said as one of the country's | eaders with vast
experi ence,
Najib was ably suited to discharge the responsibilities of Deputy
Prine
M ni ster successfully.

"Johor Umo was confident that Datuk Seri Najib w Il discharge
hi s



duties as deputy to Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi . He has vast
experience at |local and international |evels."

"Johor Umo will give its solid support to Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
and
Datuk Seri Najib," he said.

Abdul Chani said the new Deputy Prinme Mnister who is an Umo
vice
presi dent woul d have strong support fromthe party.

I n MELAKA, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mohd Ali Rustamsaid
Najib's
appoi nt nent was expected and it was tinely.

"l believe with his vast experience in the government and the
party,
Najib will strengthen the | eadership and hel p Abdul I ah i n achi eving
progress and devel opnent in the interest of the people,"” he said.

He was confident the new Deputy Prine M nister would be able to
shoul der the responsibilities that cane with the job, effectively
and wel I .

A former deputy Prinme Mnister Tun CGhafar Baba al so conveyed his
congrat ul ati ons.

"I wel cone Najib's appoi ntnent and congratul ate himand I am
certain
that with his w de experience he will help the Prine Mnister in the
conduct of the country's and party affairs,"” said Tun Ghafar who
served as
deputy to then Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mbhanad.

Ghafar, the MP for Batu Berendam is now overseas, and sent his
message
t hrough his Special Oficer O hman Mihanad.

In | PCH, Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali said
t he
St at e Executive Council which nmet today resolved to congratul ate
Naj i b and
pl edged its full cooperation to him

"The choice of Najib as DPMis appropriate and | amconfident he
will
teamup well with the Prine Mnister so that the country's vision
for
devel oped status will be realised,"” he said.

Tajol Rosli also said the elevation of the Defence Mnister to
Deput y
Prime Mnister would place the Barisan Nasi onal and Umo i n good
stead to
face the general election.

I n SEREVMBAN, Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhaned | sa
Abdul
Samad said Najib's political and adm ni strative experience at state
and
federal levels would help the Prine Mnister in ensuringthe
country's
continued devel opment and stability.

"I amconfident that Najib will be able to shoul der this



responsibility
effectively. On behal f of the Negeri Senbilan Governnment and the
Bari san
Nasi onal, | pledge full support and cooperation to the new Deputy
Prine
M nister in discharging his responsibilities,"” he said.
He was confident that Abdullah and Najib would be able to draw
t he
support of the majority of the people in the general election
I n PENANG, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon expressed
confi dence
that Najib with his wi de experience in government admi nistration
woul d be
abl e to discharge his new duties effectively.
The Penang Governnent woul d give its solid support to Najib, Dr
Koh
sai d.
In ALOR STAR, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed
Zain said
t he Abdul I ah-Naj i b conbi nati on was t he best ever for the country.
He said apart fromthe country achi eving even greater progress,
bot h
t he experienced | eaders woul d strengt hen Umo before the genera
el ection.
I n SABAK BERNAM Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mohanmad
Khir Toyo
sai d Abdul | ah had nade an apt choice after careful consideration
The choice of Najib is the prerogative of the Prime Mnister, he
said
when net by reporters whil e acconpying the Sultan of Sel angor on his
tour
of the Sabak Bernamdi sterict.
In KANGAR, Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m
expressed
confidence that with the appoi ntnent of Najib as Deputy Prine
Mnister it
woul d further strengthen Umo in facing the general el ection
I n KUCHI NG Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud
expressed
confidence that Najib's appoi nt mrent woul d pl ace Mal aysia's politica
and
econom c stability on an even stronger footing.
"We are confident that the country will achieve even greater
progress
under the Prine Mnister and his deputy,” he said.
I n KOTA KI NABALU, Sabah Chi ef M nister Datuk Seri Musa Aman said
t he
state governnent and Sabah BN were confident that Najib coul d
effectively
assist the Prime Mnister in carrying out his duties to the people
and t he
nati on.



He said the state governnent and Sabah BN al so pl edged f ul
support and
cooperationto the Prime Mnister, the Deputy Prime Mnister and the
nati onal |eadership in the adm nistration of the country, its
econom ¢
managenent, national security and uphol di ng Mal aysi a' s sovereignty.

Naj i b's vast experience in national politics and his |ong years
of
service in Umo nmade himemnently qualified for the position of
Deput y
Prime Mnister, said Musa, who i s on | eave abroad, in a statenent
i ssued
here.

"I amconfident that with this appointment, Najib will be able
to nore
ef fectively contribute to Mal aysi a's devel opnent in general and
Sabah in
particul ar.

Musa, who is al so Sabah Umo head, said the state Umo was
confi dent
that under the | eadershi p and gui dance of Abdul | ah assi sted by
Naj i b, Umo
woul d grow in strength at the head of the BN and take Malaysia to
greater
hei ghts of progress.
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