10 FEB 2004
Abdul | ah- El ecti on
STATE UMNO LI Al SON BODI ES TOLD TO ACTI VATE ELECTI ON MACHI NERY

KUALA LUWPUR, Feb 10 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badaw
today directed all the state Umo |iaison chairmen to activate the
el ection
machi nery in their respective states to face the 11th general
el ection
whi ch can be held at any tine.

Remi nding party | eaders at all levels -- Wanita, Youth and
Puteri -- to
involve all their menbers in the nove, the prinme mnister said al
party

menbers nust work hard to win the el ection

"Don't keep asking when the el ection will be held. The i nportant
t hing
is that the party's election nachinery nust be in a state of
readi ness to
gain victory," the acting Umo president told a nmedi a conference
after
chairing the party's suprene council neeting at Menara Dat uk Onn
her e.

He said Umo, which had just undergone a change inits
| eader shi p, was
now in a position of strength and unity.

Abdul | ah took over as prine minister fromTun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on
Oct 31 last year and appointed Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak as deputy
prime
m ni ster on Jan 7.

Abdul | ah sai d the nenbers' support for the existing | eaders was
very
good and Najib's appointnment to the nunber two post in the
gover nnent was
al so wel | -recei ved.

The party's Managenment Committee, which is nowchaired by Najib
was
al so runni ng snoot hly, he added.

"The situation in Umo now shows consensus, cooperation, support
for
each other and is very easy, we hope that it stays that way," he
sai d.

On the sel ection of Umo candi dates for the general election, he
sai d
it was still in the early stages.

"(The candi dates |ists) have not reached us. No state has given
(its
candi dates' nanes) to the managenent committee yet," he said.



On PAS' claimthat the government is purposely del aying the
report on
t he special conmttee chaired by forner director-general of
education Tan
Sri Murad Mohaned Noor on the people's religious schools because of
its
el ection agenda, Abdullah said that he hinself had not spoken to
Murad on
the matter

"PAS can say what it |ikes. PAS thinks we have not hing
nice...everything is not right. Wen we want to do sonethi ng nice,
it's all
l'inked to the general election.

"Qur party is not just for election and doesn't work hard j ust
for the
el ection," he said.

He stressed that Umo, as the backbone of the party and the
gover nnment
in power, had visions and plans to i nplement to achi eve the Vision
2020
goal to turn Malaysia into a devel oped nati on.

However, he was confident that the people woul d be wise in
assessing
what t he governnent had done and PAS allegations against it.

On the suprene council neeting, he said he al so spoke on his
recent
visits to the Asean countries, the majority of whi ch wanted Ml aysi a
to
have better and cl oser rel ati ons and cooperation with t hem

Mal aysia stated its stand that it would continue to work and
cooperate
with the Asean nations because it was inportant for nations in a
region to
be on good terns and to cooperate to face whatever problens in the
regi on,
he sai d.
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