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SUNKEN PORTUGUESE SH P W TH UNTOLD RI CHES STI LL REMAI NS ELUSI VE

By Mohamad Bakri Darus

MELAKA: Visitors to Bandar Hilir Melaka will see a replica of a
sunken
Port uguese ship but many will not knowwhy it is there or the role
it had
pl ayed i n t he Portuguese col oni sati on of Ml aka.

The replica is that of "Flor De La Mar" neaning "Fl ower of the
Sea"
whi ch sank in the Sea of Acheh, along with 100 tonnes of gold
i ngot s,
jewel ry and ot her val uabl es said to be worth US$100 billion or RV380
billion.

Hi story says the treasure which is believed to be in the shipin
its
wat ery grave, were plundered fromthe people and treasury of the
Mel aka
Sul t anat e by the Portuguese i nvaders when t hey conquered Mel aka in
1511.

"The buil ding of the replica had raised a controversy then, that
is,
why are we glorifying the Portuguese ship but to me, what | am
glorifying
iswhat is in the hold of that ship, that is, therich history of
the
nation and the Mal ay civilization,
m ni ster Tan
Sri Rahi m Tamby Chi k.

The | andmark ship was built when Rahi mwas chief minister from
1982 to

sai d forner Mel aka chi ef

1994, to spur the search for the ill-fated Portuguese gal |l eon
He said if the ship could be found, it would throw a different
l'ight on

the history of Mel aka which had all this while depended on the

hi stori cal

records of the Dutch and British, the two col onial powers which had
rul ed

Mel aka after the Portuguese.

FLOR DE LA MAR

Rahi msai d according to records witten by Western schol ars, the
first
thing the Portuguese i nvaders did after they conquered Mel aka was to
| oot
the fort and treasury of the Mel aka Sul tanate.

They issued the order that whoever was found keepi ng thi ngs of
gol d or
silver, would be killed and so the people surrendered their



val uabl es of
gol d, silver, diamnds and gemnst ones.

At that period, Mel aka was the npost fanmpus trade centre in the
East and
was the | argest Malay empire with a civilization noted for its
trade, arnmned
forces and propagation of |slam

It was said that 20 to 30 chestful of gold and silver, two solid
gol d
nmonkeys, di anonds and ot her val uabl es kept in the vault of the
treasury
were carted to the ship.

The overl oaded ship was said to have sunk in the Sea of Acheh
when it
was hit by a stormwhile on its way back to the Portugal

Along with the treasure were several beautiful Ml ay nai dens who
wer e
to be brought back as gifts to the Portuguese king.

TREASURE STI LL | NTACT

It is believed that a good part of the treasure still remain in
the
ship in the watery grave, hidden by years of nud and corals.

Rahi mwho i s al so chairman of Vision Activators Foundati on
bel i eved
that the treasure in the hold of the ship is the essence of Ml ay
civilization because they represent all the wealth, excellence,
t ool s and
val uabl e t hi ngs gat hered by t he Portuguese conquerors.

"They can be used reference materials if we can recover a good
portion
of the wealth to wite the history of the Malays at the zenith of
t he
Mel aka Sultanate," he said.

"Because the treasure is so valuable, the prine mnister then
Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, agreed that |, together with the then Foreign
M ni ster,
Tan Sri Abu Hassan Omar, neet President Suharto to discuss a
Mal aysi a- I ndonesia joint effort to search and recover the ship," he
added.

After the discussion, Suharto agreed that a joint commttee be
set up
to sal vage the ship

"I brought the good news to Dr Mahathir, and preparations were
made to
di scuss and equip the search parties," he said.

Unfortunately, not |ong afterwards Mal aysi a was i nforned by
| ndonesi a
that the search was no longer in the anbit of cooperation because
t he
presi dential pal ace had i ssued the |icence to search for the shipto



a
certain party in I ndonesia.

"I received the news with sorrow, disappointment and frustration
because the matter had been agreed upon but were told not to touch
it
again," he said.

Rahi msai d he I earnt that the Indonesian side had engaged the
services
of an Anmerican conpany wel | -versed i n searchi ng for sunken shi ps but
t hey
also failed to find the Flor De La Mar though they detected 12
sunken shi ps
in the sea concerned.

"If they were to continue with their search for Flor De La Mar

it
woul d cost themUS$30 nmillion, so nobody dares to continue with the
search," he said.

RENEW NG SEARCH
Rahi msai d he has recently renewed his effort to search and
sal vage t he
ship after neeting several menbers of the Archeol ogy Association in
Eur ope
who are very experienced and who had produced several docunentaries
for TV
l'i ke Di scovery, on their success in finding sunken cities.
The group sai d they had adequate information to ascertain the
| ocati on
of Flor De La Mar in the Sea of Acheh because they had al ready done
their
research, Rahi msaid, adding that they al so have t he nost
sophi sti cat ed
equi pment to search for the treasure, even if these val uabl es were
buried
inlayers of mud as in the Straits of Ml aka.
".... wWiththis, | amtaking the initiative to re-kindle the
i nt er est
of the people and nation to sal vage the ship," said Rahi m
He had anong other efforts witten to the Prime Mnister, Datuk
Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi, in early May to seek his approval for a
tripartite
cooperative effort to | ocate and sal vage the shi p and provi de proof
of a
great and mighty Malay civilization.
"l proposed to the Prime M nister that the Ml aysi an Gover nnent
t ake
the initiative to obtain the cooperation of the Indonesian
Gover nment and
t he Archeol ogy Association in Europe to sign atripartite agreenent.
"The agreenent will set the ternms of reference, the principles
of



sal vage operationinterns of capital, the structure of the capital,
t he
| aws of Mal aysia and | ndonesia as well as nmaritinme | awns, the rol e of
those
providing the information, the rights of Mel aka where the treasures
wer e
| ooted and so on," he added.
Thi s pact woul d ensure that there not woul d be any di spute or
m sunder st andi ng when t he treasures are recover ed.
"For exanpl e, the Indonesian Government coul d provide the
l'i cence, the
Mal aysi an Government sone capital, and the European experts their
informati on and technol ogy to detect and recover the ship.”
Rahimsaid in his letter, he al so proposed that the Prine
M ni ster
appoi nt the Vision Activators Foundati on as the coordi nator of the
proj ect .
He al so said the Portuguese Governnment had not indicated its
i nt er est
in staking a claimon the sunken treasure.
If the treasure coul d be recovered, Rahimsaid the foundation
woul d
build a museumin the state called the Mal ay Sultanate Museumto
house t he
fabul ous riches of the bygone enpire.
"I't is meant not only for the people to see but al so as
ref erence
materials for the future generati ons, open to schol ars, historians,
soci ol ogi sts, ant hropol ogi sts fromall over the world to do their
research
on the glory and great ness of the Malay civilization before the fal
of
Mel aka to the Portuguese in 1511," said Rahim
- - BERNAMA
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