09 JUL 2004
Umo- Razal ei gh
TENGKU RAZALEI GH ANNOUNCES BI D FOR UMNO PRESI DENCY

By: Roslan Ariffin

GUA MUSANG, July 9 (Bernama) -- The excitenment in the run-up to
t he
Umo el ections in Septenber picked up a few notches today with the
announcerent by party veteran Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah that he wants
to go
for the president's post.

Tengku Razal ei gh i n maki ng t he announcenent before sonme 1, 000
del egat es
to the Youth and Whnen' s wi ngs of the Gua Musang Ummo di vi si on at
their
neeting here, said he nade the decision to "keep alive denocratic
practices
apart fromenabling nme to continue ny struggle in the party".

The fornmer finance mnister said it was now up to the Umo
di vi si ons at
t heir on-goi ng neetings whether to noninate himfor the top post.

In order to be eligible to contest the presidency, Tengku
Razal ei gh
needs to garner at |east 30 per cent of the nom nations fromthe
party's
191 divisions which are meeting until July 22.

Am dst thunderous appl ause fromthe del egates, Tengku Razal ei gh
said: "

So on this good day and good nonth, in front of all of you and due
to the

urgi ng and request fromfriends, | feel it is not sonething extrene
if ol

were nomi nated for the president's post"

"I'f | get enough nom nations as stipulated by party
constitution, I'm
prepared to consi der accepting the nom nations,
Razal ei gh, who
is affectionately known as Ku Li.

Whi | e maki ng t he announcenent, the nmeeting hall reverberated
with | oud
shouts of " Hidup Ku Li" (Long Live Ku Li) by his supporters.

Tengku Razal ei gh, who is al so Gua Musa Umo divi si on head and an
appoi nt ed nenber of the party's supreme council, said he was maki ng
the
announcenent because "the president's post is vacant".

"The post is still vacant and the ones who are responsible in
deci di ng
are the Umo nmenbers through t he del egates' neetings in the various
di vi si ons t hroughout the country.

"Furthermore, as far as | know, no one has offered to contest
t he post

sai d Tengku



apart fromnyself now | hope |l will get the support fromthe
divisions if
they think that 1'meligible and suitable".
"If it is thought that I'mnot qualified, what to do. This is
nerely an
offer to serve fromsomeone who has been very long in the party but
wi t hout
any post, but still full of spirit to work for Umo," he said.
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi is acting Umo
president follow ng the retirenment of Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad | ast
Cct ober .
On Thursday, Tengku Razal ei gh suggested that the quota system
for
contesting posts wi thin Umo be abolished and dropped hints that he
was
prepared to go for the top party post in the Septenber polls.
Following this, various party officials, including Foreign
M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar and Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk ldris
Jusoh,
advi sed Tengku Razal eigh to go for the vice president's post
i nst ead,
saying it was nore suitable for him
Tengku Razal ei gh, 66, first became Umo vice president in 1975
at the
age of 29 and was re-elected in 1978 and 1981.
As | eader of what was then known as "Team B", he nmounted a
chal | enge
agai nst Dr Mahathir for the presidency in the 1987 party polls but
was
narrowl y defeated by the then prine mni ster who obtained a mgjority
of
only 42 votes.
Si nce then, the Umo presidency has never been chal | enged.
Tengku Razal eigh also lost twice in his bid for the Umo Deputy
Predident's post to Tan Sri Musa Hitam the then deputy prine
mnister, in
1981 and 1984.
Fol  owi ng his 1987 defeat to Dr Mahathir, Tengku Razal ei gh | eft
Umo
and fornmed the breakaway Parti Senmangat 46. But when the party was
di ssol ved, he rejoi ned Umo.
I n annouci ng that he was agai n going for the Umo presidency --
whi ch
by tradition carries with it the post of the prinme mnister --
Tengku
Razal ei gh expressed hopes that this | atest devel opment woul d not
raise
various interpretations but instead all sides should respect the
spirit of
denocracy in the party, adding that he was leaving it to party
menbers to



deci de.

Tengku Razal ei gh sai d everyone shoul d accept what ever deci sion
made by
Umo nmenbers "in the famly spirit and there's no necessity for
anger,
sadness and aninosity. This is our hope, this is our big Umo
fam|ly".

"Because | don't have intentions other than this. If I can be
supported, please support. If not, you don't have to. There's no
coerci on,
and no | obby," he said.

He said by maki ng the announcenent, he hoped to cl ear whatever
doubt s
and assunpti ons nmade t hrough the media fromanong his friends, Umo
officials and | eaders.

"Actually | did not want to nmake this announcenent but |ike
said
earlier, if there are nomnations, if |I'mconsidered qualified and
suitable, then |' mprepared to consi der accepting the nomi nations.

"It isuptoall of you. | can't do nore than this because |
have
nothing, I"mjust a lone ranger. You are ny strength in order to be
able to
advance for the sake of the Mal ays and nysel f," he said.
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